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Italy eu-v:m‘yh‘:
similar increase. it is no
that the
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) will feel compelled to
mu-ph of the greater
powers, as far as their aviity will

Iill‘. i to have reached
i seems to v
the point iz Europe, and cspecially
in Germany, where the inc ar-
maments add nothing in'a direct fin-
ancial sense to the burcens «f the
working class. It would scem that
last possible penny of surplus
has been exacted from m,
of the new armaments
have to be defrayed maialy from
of the plunder of the
And it is this fact tnat
the growing tenden-
to descrive militar-
a madness, a na.l.iun-
. Humanitarian feelings
ittle to do with it. and serve
the mask or pretext through
which the complaint 1s made. Mod-
ern italism is rapidly approaching
tion where it will :require tne
part of the c;;:llndu ex o
the i ss to provide
m“‘dd.un of the rem-
and it is the per-
is fact that underlies
“pational bank-
frequently heard in
against excessive cost of
The cost of playing the
security threatens to
predominating danger now to
i eauh"n:"nlldthi- lil that,
irectly pay
game financially, they
upon to contribute
strewing the battle-
with their carcasses.
security against this is
power of the Interna-
ialist Movement, which
iciously demonstrated . at
conference held at Basel,
itzerland, in which notice wa
served on the prospective belligerents
that, if they started war without

on the action of the work-
ing class,
own peril
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they would do so at their
. Could we only be toler-
ably certain that the power of Soc-
ialism would prove sufficient for thi
. we could view with com-
tive equanimity the spectacle o
the ruling class bankrupting itself in
defraying the cost of ever-increasin
armaments that it dare not use. Fo
the financial bankrujtcy of capital
ism in this manner most certainl
means social revolution and Sodi

The Socialists of the world today,
and particularly those of Europe, are
more and more being forced into the
position of wardens and keepers. of
a vast lunatic asylum, in which their

iate duty is to prevent the
most violent and powerful lunatic
from doing physical injury to their

i

. |we are trying to fit

ijeelled the voters’ lists.” If you do
, |are disfranchised. Warn every work-
. |also extended the life of the legisla-

text of injuring one another. It is a
ticklish position to occupy when we
are in doubt as to the i °
our power to prevent them burstin
the Socialist strait-jackét with which
. -, how-
ever, we can hold them dowa fcr an-
other ten years or so, there is every
reason to expect that they will .die
more or less quietly of their « wn in-
sanity, and thus spare us the dis-
agreeable necessity of knoecking them
on the head, should they manage, de-
spite our efforts, to succeed in break-
ing lcose.—New York Call.

B C. Socialists !§ {Notice !

The McBride Government has can-

not register before April 26th, you

er you meet to register. They have

ture to five years. Get ready for an
election, and make good. Remember
it will "be the last chance in five
years. McBride, glutted with power,
gorged with pride and lured with the
possibilities, means to no
chance or leave no stone unturned in
order to hang on to a good thing.
The Liberals are out of business in
B.C. Seocialists ! Unite against the
Conservatives, and make it a worthy
campaign ! -

CLASS-CONSCIOUS COMMENTS

Swat the capitalist !

Principal Gordon, of Queen’s Uni-
versity, Kingston, recently said, “No
apology is necessary for a minister
of the gospel to use his utmost en-
ergies to advocate the welare of the
militia.”” Of course not. He is only
doing what he is engaged and paid to
do by his capitalist masters. Bat
why should he suggest that some-
body expects an apology unless he
knows that he is engaged in a dirty,
discreditable business 7

““And now it looks as though wo-
men may at last get votes. We have
always had a hankering suspicion
that they were a great more
interested in the contents of the
weekly pay envelope,”” says the Fort
William Times-Journal. Just so —
that's precisely what they are inter-
ested in ; and it is just because the
pay envelope interests them so much
that they want the vote as a factor
in the struggle to better economic
conditions.

After all, Col. the Honorable Sam
Hughes is probably doing far more
than he is aware of to advance the
cause of anti-militarism by abolish-
ing the canteen. The great incentive
to a soldier’s life had always and
everywhere been the opportunities it
offers for cheap and gregarious vice
Half the glamor which attracts the
reckless and unthinking to betray
their. class by enlisting will be jgone
if liquor.is unattainable.

A farmer is a poorly paid work-
ingman who fancies himself a ecapi-
talist because he owns the tools of
his trade.

In a recent’ edition of the Duluth
Herald a cartoon appeared with the
caption, ‘““The lumberjack of the fu-
ture.”” The drawing depicted a lum
berjack having * his usuil morning
bath and shave. It is surely a strik-
ing instance of how far custom and
inherited opinmions can pervert our
views of the fitness of things, that
the idea of a commop working man
enjoying some of the luxuries his toil
has helped to create should be re-
garded as extremely funny. Why are
luxuries only for loafers ? .Apparently
because the workers like to have it
that way.

Principal Gordon of Queen’'s Uni-
versity, Kingston, strongly advocates
universal military training, and re-
grets that the trades unions should
it. ““He thought they should
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{ Behold in him the modern Socialist.

be consnlted and shown the advan-
tages of universal training.” The
working men haven't much to learn
in that respect. In the course of la-
bor troubles they have been con-
fronted too often with the rifles and
bayonets of the soldiers of the king
not to realize fully all the “‘advan-
tages’’ of military training. THEY
know all about it, principal, thank
you.

A sure sign that the proposed On-
tario tax reform will net benefit the
wage earner in the least is the way
the little capitalist is erying out for
it. and the class of papers which
support ‘it. Let the capitalist who
has his money in land and the other
fellow who owns stocks, bonds, fac-
tories, ete., fight it out themselves,
and may the devil take the hind-
most—or both of them for that mat-
ter.—Phillips Thompson, Toronto,

WHO IS A SOCIALIST ?
Ella Wheeler Wilcox.
Who is a Socialist ? It is the man
Who strives to formulate or aild
To better earth’'s conditions. It is
Who, having €ars to hear, and

see,
Is neither deaf mor blind, when might,
1o

h .

Treads ywn . the vileges and the
ts, which

Meafis for all men,

the privilege to toil,
To breathe pure air, to till the fertile

lut a mad, inordinate lust for gain.
Socialist is one who bolds the best
God’s gifts is tofl—the second.
He asks that all

- ; -en\unt.l.'m
And that no idler fatten on hs neigh-
That all men be allowed thelr share of
Ilwt‘l“o—lb-hntht-.-'-t

i

5

t to live, to love, to woo, toli
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_ J. K. Mergler.

Not a sign of rejoicing was to be
seen on his features, not a trace of 2
reviving spirit. This notice of com-
ing freedom did not in the least ap-
near precious to him were

2

Clubs of Four 40-Week Subs, $1.00

S —————

A Victim of the Master Class

knew where some of the boys were,
he would go to them and”ask for a
resting place, with the promise som
time of repaying, when he regained
his health. But they must by mow be
scattered all over the earth like the
herds of buffalo he hunted in their

days of anguish, and sullen brooding
on which ‘he exp d the den to
open the door of his prison.

And here he stood before him, his
features hardened as if trying to re-
press his agony. He felt like weep-
ing, but was instinctively ashamed
before this man in upiform. What
meant this outside to him, anyhow,
but a dreadful hubbub of misery
fear for the morfow ?

The buman desire for freedom was
long ago extinguished in the breast
of this man. Here in his little ecell
where everything was cozy and clean,
he felt happy and contented. The
walls a clear white, the bedclothes on
his cot warm and clean, invited him
seductively to lie down and rest his
tired limbs. He was— getting old.
Time certainlv does fly. Thirty years
ago, those vears which seemed now
like so many long days ; who woald
have thought thazt tiis would be the
end ? Now he was brokem im spirit,
emaciated in body, with a strong
pain  in his left shoulder going
through like a long pin stroke touch-
ing his wounded heart, a- jail-bird,
without friends,. In his yoith
was strong, hardy, 3 physical match
for three. What meant hard labor-to
him but joy, more so after the re-
ceipt of a letter from the old  lady,
with * blessings for ag!
and usnally a postseript from Annie.
Oh, Annie, shé with her smiling eyes
and fancy dimples whenever she
laughed her clear silvery laugh.
Where could she be now? Old, and
lonely, perbaps as he? But good
God, no ; there was no one as miser-
able as he in this great world : no
one in such sad state.

His habit dailv. whether at work
with the chain gang, or at might in
his cell, was to emigrate mentally to
the lovely past, to catch a glimpse of
the days when he painted i
imaginary scenes of his future. It
made him sad, but it did him.good.
He was thus enabled to forget his
present self and surroundings. to for-
get the striped suit he wore — the
symbol of shame—and the drear
times when forced to commit that
crime.

But now, his freedom at hand,
what should he do ¥ Where should he
go? He had not strength encugh to
face the world. He felt like ereeping
into some hole and hiding from view.
He felt like resting, for he was tired,
tired of the burden of life. If he

he farther in the distance.

c ¥. That was a life worth liv-
ing.

There was no rumble. of street cars
then, no irritating noise, no smoky

i ys, no courts, no skyscrapers.
Here he once intended to strike up
his home, where Annie would be his.
But soon they swarmed like noisy

and wasps around him, leading long ar-

mies of working insects with them,
with permits from - the Domini

ing a travelling lecturer to hold pub-
lic lectures and awaken the citizens
to the frightful social conditions of
these state and county institutions.
Here is a group of young workin
women, possibly the most highly p:s
as a class of any working women in
the state ; women who have nothing
in common with jails and almshous-
es, neither are they conscious Social-
ists to any extent. They are simply
‘women who by econtact with

world and a broad culture have had during

their social consciousness developed,
have unconsciously become a part of
the Socialist movement and fighting
for the downmost dog, the most
helpless and’ hopeless part of man-
kind, the jailbird and the pauper. —
Rip Saw-

TELEPHONES.
(F‘or the year ending June . 1912)

House, giving them ownership of all
the country. They forced him from
his piece of land where everything
was so rosy and promising. They
laid the iron track through there like
a long endless snake, and the land of

dreams became a humdrum of ecivili-|;
zation, in all its meanness, and pet-|31

tiness. He was forced to work as a
day laborer, at any old work. ' He
shovelled earth to make room for the
iron giant to pass. He helped lay the
track and build the bridges, and lay
the foundation for a city, but never
could get within reach of his object.
Ontario and that little village kept
erouching away from him farther and
Next year
he would be able to marry, but many
vears slipped away with the same
breakdown_of hopes, till at last she
married. He did not begrudge her.
All he wanted was her happiness.
God only knows, and in his pitiful
position he ecould not make
happy. His mother still remained
his only friend, but she, too, was
called off this earth. Then he had
nothing to strive for, no one to live
for, so he drifted lower, and
till at last. . . .-

But he would not leave-this, . com-
fortable place. Rather commit a
fresh erime and return. Long ago he
had enough of playing hunter, and
being hunted, enough of days without
bread, in a land where he, one of the
first, labored. Enough of filthy grub,
lousy beds in some charity house. He

wanted rest, rest; was old
enough to demand it; he felt ill
enocugh to deserve it. .. . He crossed

the cell, to and fro,
stood up in turn. He was a bundle
of agitation and feverish execitement
They shall not expel him from his
last refuge of comfort, he would re-
main there if it cost him his  life.
When next morning they came to
set him free, they found him stone
dead, strangled by his own hands. . .
for he was tired. . . and needed rest.

(ioyenmeat

By William Englisk Walling.

Perhaps. the miost important law
of economic evolution is the steady
assumption of one industrial function
after another by government. Ever
since railroads became general, and
established the present industrial sys-
tem, national, loeal and municipal
governments have everywhere been
steadily encroaching upon the indus-
trial domain. Year after year gov-
ernments have employed a larger and
larger proportion of the population.
This tendency towards government
ownership has nothing to do witl
democracy—one way or the other —
for it holds as well in Russia, Jap-
an and Mexic), as it does in  Aus-
tralia, Switzerland and France.
Great Britain and the United States,
it is true, have moved somewhat
more slowly in this direction. bu
the rate of the collectivist move
ment is now being accelerated more
rapidly in these tham in amy- other
countries. In Great Britain it has
so far taken the form chiefly of mu-
nicipal ownership and a partial ma-
tionalization of land rent. In the
United States it promises in the im-.
mediate future to take the form of
conservation (retention of mnatiomal
ownership of natural resources), and
governmental control of trusts (or
semi-monopolized industries) as to
stock issués and prices or rates. The
gradual absorption of railways, min
es, the tobacco and spirit industries
which we have seen on the Continent
of Europe makes the collectivist ten
dency easier to measure there, but is
in no way more significant tham the
related tendencies im this country -nd
Great Britain.

This tendency towards eollectivism
is the normal evolution of our pre-
seht capitalist society. It s favere
by Socialists as the inevitaole resul
of the formation of the trists—which

in the organization of imdus
It is as indispensable as a bas |
is for Socialismi as were the trusts.
But as long as the capitalists am
the possessors of exceptimal ecvea |
continue to control the goverament |
do today, it ‘it obvious that |

Ownership contrasted with Coliective
(Ownership llllu Souallsm

giving them social efficiency and full
development, i.e., equal training and
opportunity with the childien of the
privileged to compete for all the
more desirable positions in society ;

(d) .to furnish safe investments for
small capitalists, and finally ;

(e) to lower the prices of machin-
ery, halffinished raw materials,
transportation and credit to the
small capitalist producer, but not to
the ultimate eonsumer.

And finally the control of industry
by a political majority may mean
class control and the autoeratic ad-
ministration  of industry. And this
is what it does mean wherever the
small capitalists and other privileged
elements are in a2 majority—as in all
agricultural ecommunities such as
Switzerland, Australia, New Zea-
land and the Western and Southern
States (since every white man is
privileged in the South). For not
only do we find the above small cap-
italist policies carried out as against
the Socialist policies, but we find
that labor organizations are depriv-
ed of the one weapon of se in
their possession—and the only wea-
pon, moreover, by which they ecan

hope to establish Socialism against|King

the desperate resistance that is al-
most certain to be expected from
the small capitalist and ““‘State So-
cialist” governments I have describ-
ed—namely the strike. On the sup-
position that these new collectivist
democracies represent all the peo-
ple, it is almost universally agreed
among non-Socjalist rs and
progressives that some form of com
palsory arbitration, which means in
dustrial despotism, is to be estab-
lished for all governmentally owned
or controlled industries

““State Socialism” (or State Capi-
talism) tends towards an industrial
despotism. Socialism aims at an in-

‘dustrial democracy requiring, as it

does, that all the socially necessar
means of production be demoecratica’
ly controlled and administered. As
that individualistic form of éapital-
ism that formerly opposed govern-
ment ownership has long ago been

xg overthrown everywhere except in Am

erica, where at last its overthrow is
i i the sole enemy of Soeial-

no e |

- |—Intercollegiate Socialist.

its new form of ‘‘State Sociilism.”
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ism henceforth is capitalism _unde ['A

3oth,
n the pr of Alberta and Mani-
toba all telephone companies have been
practically absorbed by the proviacial
governments. In Saskatchewan the pro-
cess of absorption is under way.

THE FIRST OF MAY

ﬂm first of May last ybar we bad 16.-
subscriptions. i

Will you try, comrades. and double

that list by the first of May of the pre-
? .

sent year
It looks a big contract, but the Soc-
idlists who are out to overthrow the
cmu.kmut systéem are not of big
5.
If we cannot have the sub list doubl-

ed, which would mean & gain of
the mext six

first
test day.
bold on
their work and bold

The best way Cabadian Soclalism cas
celebrate the intersational day of reveit

is to see how many slaves they cam
arouse by that time.

Will you take this and send
in a list of subs at once” 1f you do

this, you may be able to round up an,
other list before the first of May. and
thus accomplish the doubling of the sub-
scription’ list by that date.
CIRCULATION STATEMENT.
Week of March 20th, g’

The returns by the Domin- On. Total.
ion Government w 68 v sys--Ontario ... ... ©.. ... ... 28 m .79
tems in operation in Canada. 3 of these Saskatchewan .. . E 6.504
are provincial government ; 35 are muni- British Columbia 4 14 4.46

are stock ; 133 cooperative ; Alberta ..~ ... .. 4 us 3.4

partnership, and 113 are private. 50 “ 140

Capital liability was reported as $46.- ] a1 148
276,851, while real perty owned was n » i -
reported as being 881.79. The excess -4 M m
of property owned over capital liability 3 » o
is due to the fact that provincial own- e L] - 36
ed systems and many co-operatives have . ey | 4 39
no capital lability., The cost of the Edward Island @ 6 3
provi owned is simply part
o'Gthe provincial debts: M 1m B

ross earnings for the year were $12.-
273.617. Operating expenses were $9.054 -

:. Net profits were returned as $3.178.-

Gross earnings were equal to, 53 per
telephone, and $13.79 per mile of wire.
Operating expenses were $24.52 per t
phone, and $10.22 per mile of wire.

ere were 889512 miles of telephone
wire in operation. Of these 636,92 were
urban, and 25261 were rural

There were 379.88 telephones in
or 1 telephone for every 19 people
Canada.

The number of employes returned were
12.73. and the tatal wage bill was giv-
en as 32,659,

use,
in

However, these figures are wromg, as
the Bel' Telephone Company reports §.-
017 employer with wages at $31534. or
per year each. This is manifestly er-
roneous. We must therefore deduct the
Bell Telephone reports to arrive at the
rate of exploitation.

All the other telephone systems re-
ported 4.766 wage workers, with total
“ﬁ bill of $2384.297, and total profits
of $1.575.327.

The average wage was 3492 per year,
and the average profit per employe was
per year.

BUNDLE BOOSTING

¥,
ouly be reached
spirit of the movement in
a locality can be pretty accurately

by the of
tributed. The Milwaukee

have

lated in his district, if he so wishes.
There are many ways of accompl

it, M!mmlnywdlnﬂnul:u-t:
ORDER. A BUNDLE. Then make good
with them.

4 copies per week for a year SLee
8 copies per week for a year 20
12 copies per week for a year . 300
3 copies per week for a year . 7.50
40 copies per week for a year ... ... M.00
Special Prices for Short Time Bundles

price for six months bundles.

WAR.

War I abhor,
And yet how sweet
The sound along the marching street
Of drym .and fife ' And I forget
Wet eyes of widows, and forget
Broken old methers, and the whole
Dark butchery without a soul.
Without a soul—save this brief drink
Of heady music. sweet as death ;
And even my peace-abiding feet
Go marching with the marching street
For yonder, yonder, goes the fife,
And what care I for human life ?

The tears fill my astonished eyes,
And my full heart is like to break
And yet °tis all embannered lies,

A dream those little drummers make
Oh, 4t is wickedness to clothe
Yon hideous. grinning thing that

Hidden in music, like a queen
That in the garden of glory walks,
%ill good men love the thing
loathe !

—Richard I. Gallienne |

MONEY AND BRAINS.

By William Clancy.
London.—Prince Albert, second son of

George was sixty-fourth “in mer-
it in a class of &
despatch.

Some class to Prince Albert.
jimmy pipe that if the
fourth in a class of & his brother was
the sixty-fifth.

The prince will spend the rest of his
life in a rolling mill working 12-hour
Sure !

shifts for $1.50 a day.

Of course. he
brains. '
a kink or a grab-it-all-ist.

If you ain’t got no money, you ain’
got no brains. That's all there is to it.
Don’'t 1 know ?

What is brains, anyway ?
ivided into five parts - dollars, halves,
quarters, dimes and nickels.

When a pal comes up to you and
““Hey. Jack., lend me two bits,
you ?”° he won't want nothing.
wants you to do’is to think of him.

Now. children. what is it that makes
the rich rich, and the poor poor ?

Now. alt

Brains, me boy—brains !

WAGES IN THE U. S

paid to toilers ut

sulted in the following -

adult of the United Stat
less a

quarters are

§ .| 4 SDP. of C.
58 copies three months. $3.00. Double the

naval uuku.——.\'m. and 3rd TH

prince was sixty- |

Gain for week—3%0.
Total edition last week—31.000.

OH FARMERS AND WORKERS.
Oh farmers - and workers of the world
awake ;
You are blind and caanot see
That it i§ you who make all wealth,
But catinot have liberty.
There are women aad childrea fin
city
Who toil. but not in health ;
But the capitalist gives them no
Wkile he rolls and sleeps in his
But soon that toil shall cease :
The workers shall share the joy inm life,
And the capitalist will not take most of

the money.

And life won't be such a struggle acd
strife.

—Lilian Brown. age 13. Dundurn, Sask.

ALBERTA ELECTIONS.
Alberta elections are rapidly approach-
ing - So far tiiree candidates are in the
field. Comrade O. A. Alexander is m
the field for Sedgewick., Comrade Geo.
Paton for Red Deer., and Comrade C.
O’Brien for Rocky Mountain. More
candidates will no doubt be in the feld
re long.
in

the

pity.
wealth.

All  those interested Socialism
should help the candidates in the field,
and should also do their best to get
other candidates in the runming.

GETTING WISE YOUNG.

“Willie, what did you hit J. for?"
“He called me names, -ldo‘l-.’m'l

| stand it.
b t did ke call you ?*
“a b o

THOUSANDS SELLI

of e PR ... .o
Riddle of the Universe, Haeckel
| Evolution of Man. Haeckel

—Postage Pald—
| PEOPLE'S BOOKSTORE
162 Cordova Se. W. A/ 8.C.

" SOCIALIST DIRECTORY

DOMINION Executive Committee, Soe-
| ial Democratic Party of Canada, meets
every first and third Monday at § Kiag
St. East. H. Martin, . 61 Weber
| Street’ East, Berlin, Ont.—355.

TMINSTER. B.C., Loecal No.
Meets first and third

-4 .
| Bouth Westminster. F.0O. k)x 8. IIA.:
B Sec’y. #1 Royal Ave.—2.

INANAIMO Local No. Il. S.D.P. of C.
English. Business

at 3 o'clock. A. Jordan, Prov. See.
419, Nanaimo, B.C.—350.

| LOCAL VANCOUVER No. 12, meets for
b and pr d d

| every
8 p.m.. Labor Temple. Public meetings
Dominion Theatre., Granville St, Sunday
evenings. ry. O. L. Charlton, City
| Market, Main Street.—235.

| BERLIN Local, No. 4, S. D. P. of C..
meets fourth Wi

| interest to
and run Port Arthur for the benefit
ke workers. Herbert Barker, Sec.—239.

SOUTH PORCUPINE Local No, 8, 8.
D.P. of C.. holds business and.

gan meetings Sunday at

in Miners” Union , Bol'.l’l’ ’-:

F. Dogue, Sec. Box 521.—242.

TORONTO Local No. 1. S.D.P.
lnn:o-th Labor Temple, 107

i the
Yonge St.,

'ho; S
,Open every evening
| Hampe, Sec




