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Synopsis of Debates.

- “For the next fiscal year I look
for a Revenue from ordinary
 sources of at  least $5,700,000
. which is the amount we expect to
receive for. the current fiscal year,
“and I think I would be justified in
claiming that this ameunt will be
substantial}y in¢reased. for the fol-
lowing reasons.

~ “First, because the cost of all
_articles imported into the country
is steadily growing, and therefore
the duties paid on these will in-

~ crease proportionately.

- “Second, because owing to the
~ prosperity of the people, imports
~ of every class will be larger and
~ the revenues will be larger and the
revenues will be swollen thereby.
~ “Third, because owing to the

high prices paid for fish, seals,

etc., every class of our people will

be enjoying'a greater degree of

~ prosperity and’ consequently- busi-

' ness in e‘v,ery l‘ine_ will be brisk.”
S *

“In deed, I might go further
and say that I should not be sur-
prised if our Revenue from all
sources for the coming fiscal year
would reach a round figure of six
million dollars, whereas we will
have about $500,000 additional
when the current fiscal year’s ac-

counts are closed, and with pros-:
perity as widespread and assured
as it apparently is at present, and:
with the .new income tax, there
~ ought to be-a goodly addition.
“However, as in these days one
never knows what conditions may
develop from month to month, we
feel that it is well to be on the
safe side, and we are proposing
some new taxes, the nature of
“which I will indicate later.
* * * *

. “The enormous increase in the
value of our fishery products is
likely to continue all this year.
' The iron mines at Bell Island are
being worked extensively, and the
value of the material is increasing
rapidly. The lumbering industry
in its various aspects is proving
highly remunerative, and the work
_ing of the limestone quarries on
. the West Coast furnishes a new
employment for our people, and I

d that arr engs are

~ istry of ohipping for the convey-
ance of large quantities of our
pulp and paper to the United
States, which will ensure that the
mills in the Exploits Valley will
be maintained on a full capacity
basis for an indefinite period. It
is rather remarkable that there
should be such a marked advance
in these departments of our local
endeavor since the war began, a
circumstance best proved, perhaps
by exhibiting the imports and ex-
ports for these years and compar-
ing them with 1913-14, a few
weeks after the end of which
period hostilities broke out.
* = * *
“Further proof of the same kind
is afforded by the outcome of th
operations of her various banks.
The four Canadian Banks, doing
business\ in Newfoundland thru’
their savings branches and inter-
‘est bearing deposits, had on De-
‘cember 31st, 1917, on the books
$13,536,607.37, representing, in
~ the main, the savings of cur peo-
ple.

“This is an increase of, $2,406,- |
718 over the amount shown the
~ previous year, namely, $11,129,-

889, or in other words, -that our
‘people deposited in these Banks
last year nearly 25 million dol-
lars, or twice what they did the
previous year, a sum, by far, and
~ away, the largest in our history,
and representing, as a matter of
- fact, an- addition of one twelve
“months to the savings of our peo-
ple, almost equal to the entire
amount in the Colonial Savings
Bank, which on the same date was
nearly $2,500,000, a total cf sav-
_ ings of about sixteen million dol-
~lars. It is scarcely necessary to
dwell on these figures. ' They tell
their own story.

_“It is gratifying to observe that
~ the Annual Report of the Board
- of Trade presented in January, in

reviewing the events for the cal-
‘endar year 1917, ‘congratulates
‘the members upon the satisfactory
~ condition the colony occupies to-
- day,’ and then goes on to say:
~ ““The year that has just closed
. been one of the most-moment-
~ ous in the history of the Trade of

e Colony. The difficulties cre-

by war conditions during the
‘year 1916 were very much in-
res st year, and in addition
we have been faced with
uble of handling and mark-
of the largest catches of
intry has experienced
ears. It is with satisfac-
Council is able to re-

‘of the Government, to date,

foundland Naval Reserve

spite of the immense

ness of the colony has been operat-
ing during the past year, the trade
of the country, with but few ex-
ceptions, is in a prosperous condi-
tion, and although there are many
serious obstacles in the way of a
satisfactory conclusion of the
year’s work, the situation is such
that most classes of the commun-
ity have reason to be thankful’
“In fact of all these facts, it is
evident that the conditions which
prevail throughout Newfoundland
are of a highly encouraging char-
acter, and we are, therefore em-
boldened to undertake the imposi-
tion of an income tax following
the precedent already created in
Great Britain, Canada ™ and the
United States. The details of this
matter I will deal with more fully
on the introduction of that Bill it-
self, but I may say here that it im-
poses an obligation on every per-

Ison in the colomy with an annual

income, if unmarried, of over $1,-
000.00 per year, and if married, of
over $2,000.00 to pay a tax on the
excess income graded according to
the amount. In these days, when
we are asking some of our people
to sacrifice their lives in the cause
of freedom, it is a very small de-
mand to make upon those who re-
main at home enjoying the com-
fort and security purchased by the
blood being spilt for us on the
battlefields of Europe, to contri-

.bute a moderate share out of the

riches they enjoy, towards the up-
keep of the State, and the pay-
ment of the obligations the war
has imposed upon us, and which
the pensions for our brave soldiers
and sailors, and dependents, will
require in the future. I am confi-
dent that this measure will meet
the unanimous acceptance of the

Legislature.

* * * *

“We have also proposed, as you
are already aware, to raise a loan
for our war needs, of six million
dollars, including therein, the
amount of three million dollars
for which provision was made by
a Loan Bill last year, but which
amount was not raised for reasons
which I set out in my explanatory
address. op‘;introﬁducing the new
oan resolujions. It is proposed
to place part of this loan locally,
and we hope to have a generous
response to the appeal from the
people of the country, more especi
ally, when, as I have already point-
ed out, there are in the Banks
about $16,000,000 altogether, and
that 214 million dollars of this
total wen in during the past 12
months. In other words, if the
people of the country invested in
this war loan their savings of the
past year, we ought to obtain 2}/
million dollars from them, and
they would have the advantage of
doubling their income from this
amount, because the rates paid- in
the banks is only three per cent,
and the rate we propose will yield
them fully twice that amount. Per-
haps I had better, at this point,
give you a brief explanation of
our war costs. From the begin-
ning of the war, up to the end of
last month, our total war expendi-
tures was roughly 51/ million dol-
lars, contributed as follows:

1914-15.. .. ..$ 435.000

1915-16.. . 705.000

1916-17.. .. .. 1,648,000

1917-18 to date 1,627,000
and amount retained in London
and paid Capt. Timewell by order
$1,-
087,000.

“] have a more detailed state-
ment which will be published later.

“This amount has been met so
far in the following ways:

War Loan of $3,000,000 realiz-
ing for military purposes.

Votes from  Surplus

Trust, 1915-16.. .. ..$ 429,000
Vote from  Surplus

Trust, 1916-17.. .. ..
Vote for Pensions, 1917-

. .
Making a of

roundly. . . 3,860,000
the additional amounts being ob-
tained by advances from the Im-
perial Treasury.

“In connection with this War
Expenditure, I might go on to say
that, as hon. members very well
know, this burden, heavy as it is,
is as nothing compared with that
being borne by our neighbors in
Canada. The cost of the New-
as to
pay, separation :allowances, cloth-
ing, food, etc., is borne entirely
by the Imperial Government, ex-
cept that now the Colony has un-
dertaken to add thirty cents a day
to the pay of each man in that
branch of the service, for the time
he served therein, in order to put
the sailors on a parity with the
soldiers of the Regiment; and, as
for the Regiment itself, we merely
provides the pay and separation

470,000

. 60,000
total

allowances for the men, the Im-
perial Government feeding, cloth-
ing, equipping, and otherwise car-
ing for them from the time the
men leave Newfoundland until
they return again. It is safe to
say that the burden we would
otherwise have to bear is more
than cut in half by this generosity
on the part of the Mother Coun-
try, and in taking into account our
contribution in this struggle, we
ought not overlook this fact.
Nevertheless, our burden is a suf-
ficiently serious one to give us
occasion to pause, and-it is that in
order to provide against unfore-
seen contingencies we are propos-
ing the substantial additions to
tQ’xe tax burden of our people

ich I am suggesting. 1 will
adticipate the argument that these
taxes make an excessive burden
on our people by pointing out that
the people of the Mother Country,
of the neighboring Dominion, and
of the great Republic to the South
of us, are all much more heavily
burdened than we are in these re-
spects, and that we have certain
advantages here which ought not
to be overlooked, advantages in
the fact that our fishery products
have increased in a greater ratio
than any other food products
known to the world to-day,'that we
have been able to reap our har-
vest of the sea and the icefloe, al-
most undisturbed by the sugges-
tion of war or its consequences;
that new projects for further en-
hancing the value of our staple in-
dustry are taking forver every
day, and that the outlook general-
ly is much more favorable than
certain contingencies of this strug
gle might ensure for us. The
North Sea has been almost de-
serted by the fishing crafts of the
European nations, and those ad-
venturous vessels which still ply
their calling in that area do it sub-
ject to the danger of being shot
by German airmen or sunk by
German submarines as we read in
the messages a few days ago of
Dutch fishing vessels and their
crews, altho the Dutch are a neu-
tral nation.

“As a result of this and other
conditions, the Norwegian fishery
is much below the average, and is
unlikely to reach a total which will
enable it to compete in any Seri-
ous fashion with our products dur-
ing the coming year, another cir-
Fcumstance whtich is
tribute to maintaining the price of
our staple product and ensuring
us of its profitable marketing.

* * *

“The new taxes which we pro-
pose are as follows:

“One cent addition to the or-
dinary letter postage; in other
words, a return te the three cent
postage, general here in years
past.

“A 5-cent stamp tax on all local
telegrams.

“A ten-cent stamp tax on
Customs forms.

“An increase of 2 cents a pound
in the excise duty on tobacco.

“An increase of |50 cents a
pound in the excise duty on cig-
ars.

“An increase of $1.25 a pound
on cigarettes.

“An export duty of two cents a
gallon on fish oils of all kinds.

“An export duty of fifty cents a
case on salmon, and an export
duty at the rate of 30 cents a
tierce on salmon.

“An .export duty of 20 cents
each on seal skins.

“From these various duties we
expect to obtain a revenue of
about $500,000 in round figures.

* * * *

*

all

“I therefore estimate a sub-
stantial surplus allowing for the
inevitable Supplementary Esti-
mates of next session and unfore-
seen contingencies which may
arise meanwhile.”

The Committee rose until Mon-

day.
MIN. OF MILITIA moved the
second reading of the  Bill to
amend the War Pensions Act. He
explained the difficulty of obtain-
ing commissioners to deal with the
pension question. Two of the
Commissioners  appointed had
been unable to serve so far, on ac-
count of illness, and the other be-
cause he was on active service.
The chairman, Sir Patrick Mec-
Grath, had been the only one able
to act, and in view of the great
amount of work involved, one man
could not possibly deal with it. It
was true that there had been some
dissatisfaction with this work; but
it was utterly impossible for busy
men with large interests of their
own to give the necessary amount
of time for the matter. Arrange-
ments would now be made to have
the matter fully and properly
dealt with. He referred also to
the efforts made to get a draft
away. The Bill was read a second
ti

The™Bill relating to Municipal

Regulations (Control of traffic by

rtain{to ComN-—

the police, e!‘té.,) was read a| second
time. ‘

» The armi€hdments made
Legislative Council to the
Service Bill were read a
time..

THE PREMIER said that| sug-
gestions had been made that the
Government were not in earnest
about enforcing the Military Ser-
vice Bill. All he had to.say to that
was that h&hoped before this day
was out the Military Service Act
(and the Parliament Etension
Act), would have been passed by
this House, assented to by the
Governor, and that the Proclama-
tion calling out Class 1, would be
signed betQTt_'e the Governor | left
this House to-night, and publ\ished
in the Gazette. *

The amendments were |then
read, alte:* the age limits of the
classes slightly, and providing for
the immediate issue of the |Pro-
clamation fqr Class 1, age 19 to 25
to gether with certain other al-
terations which will be published
at length in the Proclamation.

THE PREMIER shortly explain-
Fed the various amendments. |The
administration of-the Act would
be entrusted to a Board consisting
of Mr. R. S. Rendell, the Deputy
Minister of Justice, Major Carty
and Major Montgomery. Arrange-
ments woyld be made by which
men who had just claims for ex-
emption might have those claims
passed upon immediately so that
they might proceed to the fishery.

HON. MR. COAKER said that
while he was not wholly in agree-
ment with all the amendments, he
nevertheless supported them. |He
had been agcused of having |en-
deavoured to discourage recruit-
ing. He had contended from the

y the
ilitary
econd

supplied only Naval Reservists
ed, and Mr. Coaker, like all others
in the coufttry, fell in line and
helped to address patriotic meet-
ings in support of frecruiting. He
himself, had since 1914, addressed
49 recruiting meetings, as well |as

do all they could to encourage re-
cruiting. As a regult of his state-
ment that if ifty® men  did not
come forward he would go him-
self, a hundred and twenty Coaker
recruits hag come forward, and

accepted. The

lutely tnjustified. He had lost no
opportunity in Speaking in favor
of recruiting. As to the circular
sent by him to the F.P.U. Councils
in relation to conscription, did npt
the politicians in the Upper House
realise that unless he, Mr. Coaker,
had supported conscription in-
stead of a referendum, it could
never have been carried? A Tre-
ferendum might have resulted |in
dishonour to Newfoundland thro
the action of irresponsible and
unthinking persons. He had done
his duty; he had endeavoured {to
do all he could to educate the peo-
ple in the matter of conscriptign;
he had faced political ruin to sup-
port this fair and proper system;
and yet people accused him lof
failing to do his duty. He v}as
ready to face his constituents to-
morrow in support of consctip-
tion, and if he were defeatedf in
that cause, he would esteem it|an
honor. The fishermen knew, |or
they ought to know, that unless
we ‘did our duty on the same lines
as Canada and America we could
not expect them to hélp us out
with food or tonnage. If we |did
not do our part, what help could
we look for from the British, |the
Canadian or the American Govern
ments. As far as he was concern-
ed, his duty to the country came
first, his duty to the Empire next,
and his duty to the F.P.U. third;
and if any member of the F.P.U.
did not like that they could| de-
mand the President’s resignation
to-morrow. By voting for _this
measure he ran the risk of smash-
ing the great organization he had
built up by hard labor and toil
during the past ten years; and yet
there were people found to  say
that he was a dishonorable man.
As to the charge that Mr. Reid and
Mr. Crawford had had anything to
do with his trip to Canada it was
absolutely groundless. They might
have been spying on him, but he
was innocent of it. He had never
accepted the free pass sent him by
the Reid Newfoundland Company.
He had always paid his fare] He
had never accepted a penny|from
them. He had sought a ‘trial of
the matter before the courts. He
had refused the demand of Sir
‘William Reid, the ultimatum that
had been given him that he should
support him as President of the
Reid Nfld. Co., and had been
threatened with being driven out
of public life. He had tried{ to get
the Reids to patch up their| differ-
| When

ences, but without success.
he went to Canada he went to pur-
chase the machinery for Port
Union, the vessels for the '[Trading

first that this Colony should have/

However, the Regiment was form-h

asking the F.P.U. Convention to

: him as to dis-
scrufting werE"“ﬁ'b%o‘-

Company and other matters; and
hte Trading Company paid his
way. Did anyone suppose the
Trading Company was so poor
that it could not send its officers
away on business? Did not the
Trading Company pay it? He had
made nothing for himself; he had
done his duty as a Minister, as a
Newfoundlander, and as the Presi-
dent of the F.P.U.; and the Pro-
clamation that was to issue to-
night was proof enough. He ask-
ed the fishermen of the north to
stand loyally behind the Empire to
let the young men come forward
and do their duty, and to defend
the honor of Newfoundland.

MR. CURRIE said he supported
the amendments; they ignored the
Bill. He was glad the Govern-
ment had made their intentions so
plain, and that the Proclamation
was to issue to-night. If Mr.
Coaker had been misjudged he
was himself entirely to blame, for
his utterances had been very am-
biguous on several occasions. Mr.
Coaker had been making defama-
tory statements about all his op-
ponents for ten years, and now he
could not complain. But if Mr.
Coaker had decided to come out
straight for- conscription, then he
was glad to hear it and would give
him every credit.

MR. MORINE said that he
would be brief. He thought the
references made ‘to Mr. Coaker in
the celebrated letter of Sir Wm.
Reid had been taken very much
too seriously by Mr. Coaker and
his friends. The circumstances
under which it was written were
such and the actual contents of
the letter, when cooly considered,
were such that they did not con-
Pvey any real imputation on Mr.
Coaker. Just as that letter lied
about himself, Mr. Morine, so, he
ad no doubt, that letter lied
iabout Mr. Coaker. He did not
doubt that spies followed Mr.
Coaker; but that he knew that it
was not to be believed. Mr. Coak-
er had had a pleasant trip, had
learnt many things, and had come
back no more a confederate than
he went away. The reign of slan-
Her in this country was becoming
suiich that soon no man with the
slightest regard for his own re-
putation would enter public life.
Every malicious falsehood was
eagerly seized upon and implicit-
ly believed. The circular sent out
Myy Mr. Cozkertad been il ad-
vised; but it ought to be recogniz-
ed ‘that there was no man in the
country to-day who could do more
either for conscription or against
it, than Mr. Coaker; and if at
times he had to use methods that
did not commend themselves to
everybody we should overlook
them. There were no times for
political bickerings. All that was
worth living for in the world was
at stake to-day. Mr. Coaker had
a difficult position in this matter;
we should make allowance for him
and assist him in the course he
had decided to take. As to con-
scription, equal privileges beget
equal obligations. No Empire in
hte world enjoyed such privileges
we possess and the obligation rest-
ed on every man in the Empire to
give whatever he had in support
of this great cause. Conscription
was the only fair, the only just and
equal system. We should have
had it from the first; it was the
only means to obtain equality of
sacrifice.

The amendment was concurred
in unanimously.

The Council’s amendment to the
Parliament Extension Bill were
read a first and second time and
moved into Committee.

MR. MORINE said that per-
petuating the Legislature by its
own vote was a most dangerous
and objectionable precedent; and
nothing but the state of war now
prevailing would justify it. But
that state of war did not justify it
now. There was not at present
any large demand on the part of
the people for a general election;
if there were any such clamor he
would never agree to refuse it.
He did not think that a general
election to-day would result in
any change of Government; while
not the best of governments, the
present one was not likely to ‘be
improved upon by an election at
the present time. Further, with
an election coming on in a few
months it was impossible to sup-
pose that a Government would
really be able to administer the
Conscription Act or to support the
Military Service Board. For that
reason chiefly, he would support
this bill, because he thought it
best in the interests of the Empire
to do so. . .

The amendments then passed
Committee and were concurred in.

The House rose until 7.30. At
that hour the House reassembled
and proceeded to the Council
Chamber, where His Excellency
the Governor was pleased to .as-
sent to the Military Service Bill
and the Parliament Extension Bill.

THE PREMIER said that the
Conscription  Proclamation for
Class 1 had already been issued.
The Minister of Militia had been
appointed Registrar, Mr. R. G.
Rendell and the others previously
mentioned, a Military Service
Board, and Mr. R. Alsop, a return-
ed soldier, Clerk to the Exemption
Tribunal.

MR. MORINE said that as the
Government had said that the case
of the Bonavista light Kkeepers
would be taken up, and any injus-
tice righted, he desired to say that
he had, both from the men them-
selves and from Father Dwyer,
P.P., at Bonavista, direct denials
of the charge that they had failed
to report ment drifting off to sea.

THE PREMIER said he would
have the matter inquired into at
once.

The House then adjourned till
Monday at 3 p.m.~

MONDAY, MAY 13. _

The House met at 3 p.m. pur-
suant to adjournment.

Petitions were presented by
Min. of Marine and Fisheries, Mr.
Abbott, Mr. Downey, Hon. Col-
onial Secretary and Minister of
Militia (with reference to he hold-
ing of trap-berths in St. John’s
District; petition supported by
several members).

On motion of the Prime Minis-
ter the rules of the House were
suspended.

The House then went into Com-
mittee of the Whole on the Income
Tax Resolutions. :

HON. MIN. OF FINANCE re-
ferred to the successful result and
the inexpensive operation of the
Profits Tax Bill of last year. It
Xvas therefore felt that it was now
ight to introduce an income tax
Bill to take a tax from persons
with good incomes who did not
%Yay through the business profits
ffax. This tax would reach the pro-
fessional man, the well-to-do plant-
er or trap fisherman, or schooner
fisherman, and the person of
means and leisure. The normal
tax would be 5 per cent. on all in-
comes over $1,000 of unmarried
kpersons without dependents, and
5 per cent. on all incomes over
$2,000 of other persons, with an
increasing series of super-taxes on
incomes from $6,000 per annum
upwards. The Act was copied al-
most entirely from the Canadian
Act. TherResolutioms were read
and passed.

The Income Tax Bill went thru
all stages under suspended rules,
and was sent to the Upper House.

The Shipbuilding Act amend-
ment came before Committee.

MIN. OF MARINE & FISH-
ERIES explained that this was to
limit the bonus of $20 per ton on
local built ships of 120 tons. At
present large ships might be built
which would call for very large
subsidies. The resolutions were
passed; the Bill was then intro-
duced and sen to the Legislative
Council.

The Resolutions to tax Tele-
graph and Cable Companies came
before Committee.

THE PREMIER explained that
it had been held by the Privy
Council that under the Act of
some years ago the Government
had not the right to tax the Com-
mercial Cable Company, and this
applied also to the Drect United
States Cable Co., and the Western
Union Telegraph Company; but
the Anglo-American Telegraph
Company had to pay the tax. This
Bill was to set right this position,
and to tax all companies alike, as
was the original intenton. It
would operate retrospectively to
1910.

The resolutions were passed;
the Bill was passed through all
stages and sent to the Council.

The Revenue Resolutions pass-
ed Committee. The principal items
were increased duties on tobacco,
an additional one cent on every
post letter, and an export tax on
fishery products, as follows:

Cod and other fish 20 cents per
quintal, fish oils 2 cents per gal-
lon, seal skins 20 cents each. The
resolutions were passed; a Bill
was introduced, passed . through
all stages and sent to the Council.

The House rose at 6.30, and re-
sumed at 8 p.m.

The Revenue Bill was passed
through all stages and sent to the
Council.

The War Pensions Bill (empow-
ering the Government to appoint a
substitute in the place of any of
the members of the Pension and
Disability Board, who might be
temporarily absent or unable to
act) passed Committee and third
reading and was sent to the Coun-
cil.

The Municipal Regulations Bill
(control of traffic in streets), pass
ed Committee and was read a
third time and sent to the Coun-
cil. '

A Retiring Allowances Bill
(various retired civil servants),
was passed through all stages and

sent to the Council. <

MR. MORINE made a strong
plea for the doubling of the pre-
sent miserable allowance to wid-
ows in indigent circumstances.

MR. GRIMES supported this.

The ‘St. John’s Municipal Bill
passed second reading. Commit-
tee and third reading and was
sent to the Council.

MR. CURRIE said it was dis-
graceful that the new City Char-
ter had been shelved for so many
years. The Government were get-
ting out of the difficulty by ex-
tending the present Council’s term
for another 18 months.

MR. HIGGINS said that the new
Charter meant, broadly, increased
taxation; and the present time
was very inopportune for that.
There wer considerable differences
of opinion on certain points. He
approved the principle of extend-
ing the term of the present elect-
ed Board.

MIN. OF MILITIA expressed
the same view.

Amendments by the Council to
the Identification of Criminals Bill
and the Inflammable Substances
Bill were passed.

On motion to adjourn, the Min-
ister of shipping said he hoped to
secure within a short time enough
salt to last to the end of June. To
last the whole season we would re-
quire at least 20,000 tons more.
The coal position had improved a
little. Five cargoes of sealing
steamers were on the way or ar-
rived. This meant about 22,000
tons. One trip of a large steamer
had been obtained from Canada,
would mean about 1,500 tons for
the city and 1,500 for the railway.
He hoped to get a trip or two of
certain iate steamers”which were
coming this way. As to general
freight, the Portia and Prospero
had been running to New York.
The Thomas Drummond and the
San Mateo had also brought large
cargoes. If no more large steam-
ers could be had we wodld have
to give up the Portia and Pros-
pero entirely to the New York
service. The sealing steamers
could not come within 25,000 tons
of bringing in our coal supply bé-
tween now and October. The rail-
way was also increasing its rolling
stock, and hoped to keep Sydney
clear of freight. The situation, on
the whole, was better, but the
situation as t6 coal for the railway
aad for-demestic coasumption.was
still serious.

The House adjourned
morrow at 3 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 14.

The House met at 3 p.m.ppur-
suant to adjournment.

Petitions werey presented by
Hon. Min. of Public Works, Hon.
Acting Colonial Secretary, Mr.
Kennedy and Acting Min. of
Militia. ‘

The Bill to amend the Sawmills
Act (forbidding the cutting in any
mill not licensed under the Saw-
mills Acts of timber cut on Crown
lands) passed through all stages
and was sent to the Council:

A Bill to give a grant of land to
a cattle raising enterprise on the
West Coast, provided they main-
tai certain stock of cattle, was
passed through all stages and sent
to the Council. ;

Council’s amendments to the
Department of Shipping Bill were
read a third time and referred to
Committee. The Council proposed
that the Department be conducted
by a Board of three members, of
whom the Minister would be one,
instead of the Minister having
complete control.

The Premier proposed that
there be instead an Advisory
Board of three to consult with the
Minister. &

MR. MORINE agreed with this.

Some amendments to the Crown
Lands Act were passed through all
stages and sent ‘to the Council;
and an amendment by the Council
to the Military Forces Bill was
passed.

The House adjourned to to-mor-
row at 4 p.m.

tilk  to-

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15.

The House met at 4 p.m. pur-
suant to adjournment, Mr. Par-
sons in the Chair in the absence of
our Speaker.

The House sat intermittedly
from 4 p.m. until 5.15 and from 8
p.m. until midnight, dealing’ with
various minor ame#dments sent
down from time te time by the
Legislative Council.

The House adjourned at 12.30
a.m. on the 16th, having finished
its business for the session, until
2.45 p.m. the same day.

THURSDAY, MAY 16.

The House met at 2.45 p.m. pur-
suant to adjournment.

MR. PARSONS presented two
petitions. :

The House passed the Legisla-
tive Council’s amendment to the
Sawmills Bill, and refused to pass
the Council’s amendment to _the

.




