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INTRODUCTORY

P R E FA C E;

TH E Study of Geography has a peculiar Claim to'the Atrention of Mankind in general,

and cannot be too farneftly recommended to ail Ranks of People. This pleafing, ufe-

ful, and delightful Science, difplays to our View, in the mod entertaining and profi-

table Manner, a general Knowledge of the World. A good Work of this Kind, exhibits to;

Perfons of every Capacity and Situation in Life, an authentic *Account of whatever b worthy

of Notice, in the various Countries of the Univerfe. It not only fumifhes a Defcription, but

alfo an Hiftorical and Political Reprefentation of all the feveral Provinces, Diftridh, and
Subdivifions of every Country ) together with a clear, natural, and methodical Detail of the

Cuftoms, Manners, Drefles, Ceremonies, and prefent State of the Inhabitants' ; the taofk re-

markable Events that have tranfpired, from the earlieft Period to the prefent Time, and the

Confequences that have attended them : Alfo an accurate and impartial Hiftory and Survey of

their Laws, Government, Maxims of Policy, Forces, Revenue, Trade and Commerce, and a

great Variety of other important and interefting Particulars, fome of which are emimerated in

our Title Page.
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The Public in general are fo thoroughly convinced of the Utility of this Subject, that it

might polTibly be thought Impertinent to dwell long on the Recommendation of it.

The Pleafure, as well as Profit, attending the PeruCd of Books of this Sort, has made them
more univerfally Read than any other Branch of polite "Literature { and the Study of Geography

has now become one of the moft fafhionable Purfuits of the prefent Age, for both Sexes. In

ihort, this is a Subje£l in which every Man is materiatlfioterdled } for, as a celebrated Author

juftly obferves, " There is not a Son or a Daughter of Ajiim, but has fome Concern ia Geogra-

phy." ^J

However, amidft the Variety of Publications on tlus Subject, which have made their Ap-
pearance from Time to Time, it has been Matter of great Aftoniflntaent to many, that no one

has been written on an improved Plan of genenil Infbi-mation, containing all the recent

Difcoveries, and which may be fuitable to fuch as wifli to gun a perfect Knowledge of Men and
Things in every Part of Europe, Afia, Africa, and America. This has been, moft certainly, a
general Complaint throughout this Country ; but, without p<Mnting out the Errors and Ab-
futditics of other Writers, we now offer to the Public A NEW and UNIVERSAL SYSTEM
or GEOGRAPHY, being a complete Hiftory and Defcription of the WMots Wofti.t>, updn
fuch an improved and extenfive Plan, as has bein long wiihed for.
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Our Readers will have no Re^fon to comphuiji, that they have been caught,hy an, inviting

Title Page, or that they have received leis than Wbf promifod themfelves, from the Perufal of

tliis new and improved Performance. We acknowledge that we have promifed much, but we
likewife confidently afTert that our Performances will not be.found inadequate to our Propofals.

•—The moft ample Forume of the richeft Man, and the longeft Life of the moft laboripui

4 i Travello;


