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That which has ufually been deemed the firft

V ^iF -^^^ ^^ Navigation, is ftat. 5. Rich, 2,. ft. i.e. ^.

vigation.

*:«»' which IS fxprcfled in the beginning of it to be

made /or the imrcase of the navy of JCnglaiuf,

which was then gicntli/ diminished.

; It was thereby ordained, that none of the king's

liege pcopJr (hould from thenceforth ftiip any

merchandize in going out, or coming within the

realm of England in any port, but only in /hips

of the king's liegeance, under the penalty of for-

feiting all the merchandize (hipped in other vef-

fels, or the value thereof i a third part to go to

the informer, or, as it is exprcffed, " tht pcrfcm

** who duly espieth and duly proveth any oi-

" fence againft that ftatutc.'*/ni

»
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But this attempt to encourage EngUfh (hipping

feems to have been made before the actual ftate. of

our navigation would quite warrant it y for in the

very next feflTiori of parliament it was ena^d, by
ftat. 6. Rich. 2. c. 8. that the faid law (hould only

take place '- as long as (hips of the (aid liege-

" ance were to be fouqd aMe and sufficient in

" the parts where the merchants happened to

"dwell." Again, in the 14th year of that kingj

the fame regulation was repeated by parliament;

but it was on that occafion accompanied with a

qualification which fuggefts an important obferva-

tion upon thefe laws of navigation j for when it

was enafted by ftat. 14. ii.sJi. x. c. 6. " thzit

" merchants of the realr T • ^land fi..;.ad

" freight in the faid realm the (hips of the faid

*' realm, and not ftrange fliips," this provifo was

added, so that the owners of the said ships take

reasonable
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