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trations from past ages of the overthrow and deposit-
ion of tyrants. Bft his purpose was not to glorify

the republican form of government, nor tc derogate
from the fair fame of good kings. In his reference,

in the Second Defence, to his motives in writing this

treatise, he says, 'Without any immediate or special
application to Charles, I shewed in an abstract con-
sideration of the question, what might lawfully be
done against tyrants' (Bchn I. 260). While this state-

ment must be discounted, for Milton did make imme-
diate and special application to Charles, as we have
already pointed out, still it remains true that he had
no quarrel with the monarchic principle itself. In
later years he was delighted because Queen Christina
of Sweden praised his reply to Salmasius. In his
panegyric of the Queen of Sheba of the North, he says

:

•When the critical exigencies of my country de-
manded that I should undertake the arduous and in-

vidious task of impugning the rights of kings, how
happy am I that I should meet with so illustrious, so
truly a royal evidence to my integrity, and to this

truth, that I had not written a word against kings,
but only against tyrants, the spots and pests of roy-
alty ' (Bohn 1. 249). Whatever Milton's honest pur-
pose may have been, his contention that 'all men
naturally are born free,' his theory of the contractual
origin of society and government, his enunciation of
the doctrine of the sovereignty of the people, of the
derivative character of all kingly rule, of the equality
of all persons before the law, and his declaration of
the right of 'any who have the power' to depose or
put to death a wicked king, give the general reader
the impression that he was a republican of the most
thorough-going kind. Aubrey, one of his earliest bi-

ographers, so understood him: 'Whatever he wrote


