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with her weak and confiding husband, perhaps that

Bfnipk two mortal blows oy » "»""
,

Sd fl g^t, while all around the cry was ra«ed

Xason 1 it is the hand of the Austrasmn Ch.lde-

bert against our lord the kingr-

The readiness with which this cry wa

, -A „^^f its falsitv. Men ascribed it ana
seemed evidence of its la^iiy- "^ ^ . ,.

the murder to emissaries of Fredegonde. But, heea

ess^f their opinions, she installed herself as sov-

IXguardiaLf her infant son, and virtual reign-

-;yeen of «ia^ ^t was now he ^e.
^s.

rink of a peasant's daughter to the high poB>tion of

vteTgn over a great dominion, ^^^^PJ^
she was to hold during the remamder of her Ufe, her

B« will, effrontery, artifice, skill in deception, and

ris to strengthen her p^tUinbycn^^^^^^^^^

Wins her to overcome all resistance auu

her"Lendancy over the -tloss and barbarous e^^

ments of the kingdom she ruled. She was a true

product of the times, one born to become dominant

over a barbarous people.
ru;i„eric and

Gregory of Tours tells a story of Chilpenc ana

Fredefondo, which will bear repetition here as a

pictu« of the times. In addition to the sons of Chil-


