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Suoli men, employed tor tliat purpose, would have no

enciimljiJiiice from supcrlluous bauigagc to impede them

iu ji pursuit or a retreat over their illimitable plaiuH.

The mode of lite of a mountaineer just tits him for an

Indian tighter, and if he has to submit to privation, and

put up with an empty eommissariat, he has the means

of support always at hand. He is so nmeh an In-

dian from habit that lie can fight them in their own
way: if they steal his horses, he can steal theirs in

return ; if they snatch a hasty repose in the open air,

it is all he asks for himself, and his health and spirits

are fortified with such regimen. It is only by men
possessing the (jualities of the white hunter, condnned

with Indian habits, tluit the Indians can be effectually

and economically conquered.

I have now presented a plain, unvarnished state-

ment of the most noteworthy occurrences of my life,

and, in so doing, I have necessarily led the reader

through a A'ariety of savage scenes at which his heart

must sicken. The narrative, however, is not without

its use. The restless youthful mind, that wearies with

the monotony of peaceful every-day existence, and as-

pires after a career of wild adventure and thrilling ro-

mance, will find, by my experience, that such a life is

by no means one of comfort, and that the excitement

which it affords is very dearly purchased by the op-

portunities lost of gaining far more profitable wisdom.

Where one man would be spared, as I have been, to

pass through the perils of fasting, the encounters with

the savage, and the fury of the wild beasts, and still

preserve his life, and attain an age of near threescore,

it is not too much to say that five hundred would per-

ish, with not a single loved one near to catch his last

whispered accent, would die in the wilderness, either in


