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to do so. For they had saciificed their

i)roperty and forsaken their homes,

iind had vohmtarily chosen |>overty

iind exile, rather than relinquish th(3ir

cherished convictions, or participate

in an act of rebellion which tliey ab-

horred.

At this eventfii' crisis, these staunch

and noble-hearted refugees were kindly

welcomed l;o British soil by the Im-
perial Government, and liberally

treate<l in their new abod(!. The term

U.E.

—

si^iiii'yiii"; United Empire Loy-

alists,—was aiBxed by the Crown, as

'a mark of honour' upon the families

\s 'iO adhered to the unity of the em-
})ire and joined the royal standard in

Ann'rioa. before the tr'eaty of separa-

tion in 178;{; and a list of such per-

sona was ordered to be made out and
preserved amongst the archives of the

State, so that these patriots might be

individually discriminated from all

future settlers. Free grants of land

were given to the IT. E. Loyalists, and
further grants guaranteed to their

children, when they should become of

age.

The number of persons who, first

and last, were entitled to the honour-

able appellation of IT. E. Loyalist,

cannot be exactly determined. It is

known, however, that up to the close

ui the war about 13,000 souls, includ-

ing many of the well-to-do class, had
removed to Nova Scotia and to the

[sland of St. John, afterwards called

Prince Edward Island. By this in-

flux, the population of Nova Scotia,

then comprising the future Province
of New Brunswick, was in one year

move than doubled. AV)Out 10,000
maile their way, ^ith considerable

difficulty, and encountering many
hardships, to the western part of the

Province of Quebec, which was subse-

quently set ai)art as IJp))er Canada,

a province of which the IT. E. Loyal-

ists were the actual pioneers and
founders, as before their arrival it was
a wilderness. It is with their future

that we are chiefly concerned in this

brief essay.

These faithful men brought to their

forest homes in the wilds of ITpper

Canada the same noble qualities of

loyalty to their sovereign, of sterling

integrity, and of )-everence to God, for

which many of them were previously

remarkable. They I'eared their fami-

lies in industry, simplicity, and fru-

gality ; and as occasion served, helped

to build up this new province of the

British Crown in conformity with the

sound principles of law and order

which had animated and distinguished

their own live.s. Their occupation, at

first, was to clear the land, and culti-

A'ate the hitherto unbroken forest.

Several touching narratives of the suf-

ferings to which the early settlero

were exposed at this period are given

in Dr. llyerson's second volume, in

the shape of personal reminiscences.

But they soon triumphed over natural

obstacles, and gradually convt rted the

wilderness into a fertile and prosper-

ous land ;
' planting with their hoes

the germ of its future greatness.'

Many of the original band of U. E.

Loyalists attained to a patriai'chal

age, and evinced a mental as well as a

bodily vigour which eminently quali-

fied them to fill useful and prominent

positions in their adopted country.

In the annals of Upper Canada, and
of the Eastern Provinces, amongst the

legislators, the magistrates, the cler-

gymen, and those engaged in all the

active and honourable })ursuits of life,

the names of U. E. Loyalists and
their descendants—during the hun-

dred years which have elapsed since

their removal thither—have been and
conti)uie to be specially conspicious.

In providing for their luaterial

wants, the U, E. Loyalist immigrants

did not lose sight of the impoi'tance

of continuing to cultivate a military

spirit, so that they might be able, if

necessary, to defend successfully the

Empire for which they had already

made so groat a sacrifice. A consider-

able number of the refugees had borne

arms, on the Royalist side, in the

Revolutionary War. The gallant Scot •


