
[ " ]

fntisfieil with yourfelves—you, wlio have gronncil, being

burdened with a load of guilt,—to you, is the word of

this Salvation lent. Sinners—as Sinners—are invited to take

the peace the (iofpcl brings; for to him that workcth not,

hut hciievetli on him that julliticth thu unp;odlyj )iis faith

is counted for rightcoufnels j fo tliAt l^l'that helievcth, is

juAified from ail things. '
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The grand dclullon hy which the god of this world

deceives and blinds the eyes of men, is hy perfuading tliem

that they have fome fancied power and goodnefs in them-

felves; and from not feeing the extent and fpiiituality cf

GOD s law, they go about to eftablifli their own righte-

oufnefs; not feeing, that what they call rigliteoufnefs, in

the fight of CiOl), is unrighteoufncfs. Righteoufncfj

mufl be a per ft'6l conformity to the moral law— L'nrighte-

oufnefs therefore mull be a want of confoimlty ; no mat-

ter how near it may come to the ilandard
;
yet, if it tails

/liort, in the lead degree, it is unrighteoufncfs; and all un-

righteoufnefs is fm.

Woe be to them who can takepltafure in the bcfl; action

they ever did—they lie under a llrong dehdion, and believe*

a lye. If we would judge ourfelves, fays the Apollle, we

lliould not be judged by the LORD.—The trembling

fmner, who comes, feU-convi6lcd, and felf-condemned,

fliall not go away without an anfwer of peace ; but he

who jufliHes himfelf, according to his own words, and upon

Ms own terms, mull: be condemned ; for GOD will judge

every man according to his ways. He that hinnbleth

h'mifel/^ JJjali be exalted, and be that exnlteth himfelf,

Jhall be abafed. The felf-jufticiary condenms GOD;
GOD therefore is bound to plead his own caufe j for he

will be juflified in his fayings, and in all his procccdingsj

and will be found clear when he is judged, .
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