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kws and conftitution of my count;y, than is g€«
nerally attained by men of my clafs, many of them
not being fo fortunate as I have been in the oppor-
tunities of getting information.

From my infancy I was taught to love humanity

and lit?eriy. Enquiry and experience have fince

confirmed my reverence for the leffons then given

me, by convincing me more fully of their truth

and excellence. Benevolence towards mankind,
excites wilhes for their welfare, and fuch wilhes en-

dear the means of fulfilling them. Tbefe can be

found in liberty only: therefore her facrcd caufe

ought to be efpoufed, by every man, on every oc-

cafion, fo the utmofl of hia power. As a charita-

ble, 'out poor perfop does not withhold his mite^

bscaufe he cannot relieve all the diftreffes of the mi-

ferable, fo let not any honed man fupprefs his fen-

timents concerning freedom, however fmall their

influence is likely to be. Perhaps he " niay touch,

fome Wheel,*" that will have an effedk greater

than he expedts.

Thefe being my fcntiments, I am encouraged to

offer to you, my countrymen, my thoughts on
fome late tranfaftions, that appear to me to be of

the utmoft importance to you. Confcious of my
own defetfls, 1 have waited fome time, in expeiVa-

tion of feeing the fubje(5t treated by perfons much
better qualified for the tafk ; but being therein dif-

appointed, and apprehenfive that longer delays will

be injurious, I venture at length to requeft '"he at-

tention of the public, praying only for one thing,

that is, that thefe lines may be read with the fame

zeal for the happinefs oiBritiJh America^ with which

they were wroU,
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