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' Navy of England Rationed on the Italian^

Coaft. The Men that ferved four Second Rates,

would have manned all thoie thirty Veflels ; and

the Expence of building or purchafing thirty

fuch VelTels, and fitting them out, not Half thp

Charge of one Second Rate i And I think 1 may,
without Prefumption, fay, that had fjxty fuch

Veflels been employed, as there might always

then have been thirty on Service, it would havQ

been morally impoffible for Genoa to have held

out, or thofe Fleets which found their Way fo

eafy, to have pafled us. The common Excufe

is, that we had no fuch VefFels, fo could no5

empby them ; for every Sea-Officer knows thq

Fitnefs and Utility of this Argument. But her^

I fix the Error of our Management, that we run

into Wars inconfiderately, and unprepared for

all the Incidents of a War ; throw ourfelves there-

by into great needlefs Expences ; anfwer no Purr

pofe for which a War is made j and confequently

are puQjed with equal Precipitation into an in-

glorious Peace, A War well concerted always

makes it (hort, cheap and fuccefsful ; but, as wa
run into it without Wit or Grace, mult prove, in

every Refped, the direct contrary ; it being as

necefTary to think as adt, to reaibn, conCder and

judge, as to determine ; and, had this been tha

Cale, 1 have do Doubt, but that the Parliaments

Allowance, of Forty thoufand Men, would have

done all the Bufinefs required by a Naval War^
But this Solecifm in Condud does not relate to the

Mediterranean alone, but in all the different aflign-

^J St^tipns where our Ships have been placed
;,


