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wearing their ancient Chinefe drefs, with their

hair rowl'd up in fuch a manner that there is

no great difference to be difcerned, by a Gran-

ger at leafl, between the mens appearance and

the womcns. Ever fince the Tartarian revo-

lution in China, the Tartan drefs has been

impofed upon the whple kingdom, which was

not effeded it feems, without great bloodflied,

Tor many of the Chinefe were fo fuperflitioully

fond of their old modes (as they are reported

to be great lovers of every thing that is anci-

ent) that many of them preferr'd the lofs of

life to the lofs of their hair, it being the Tar-

tar cuftom to Hiave their heads all over ex-

cept the crown, from whence hangs a long

lock, which is carefully preferved and braided.

The Dutch, have laid hold of this humour

in thofe Chinefe who live under their protec-

tion, and exad: from all the men a poll-tax

of a dollar a month (if I am not miftaken)

for the liberty of wearing their hair, which

if they paid but a dollar a year for, would a-

mount to a confiderable revenue, and which

I fhould think, would be an unreafonable tax-

ation upon the Chinefe, efpecially when it is

reported that the Chinefe are fo far from being

a burden to this great colony, that they are

|he chief fupporters of it,
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