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To THE F/iciFic Ocean, &c. 1913

men, bearing each a wand tipped with dog's-hair,

and pronouncing with a loud voice,a ihort fentence.

The crowd which had aflembled on the fliore, re-

tired at our approach, iind not an individual was to

be feen, except a few perfons who had proflrated

themfelves on the ground, near the habitations of
the adjacent village.

Previous to our account of the peculiar ceremo-

nies refpe^ting the homage paid to Captain Cook, it

may not be unnecefiary to defcribe the morai, al-

ready mentioned, iituated on the beach of Kakooa.
It coniifts of a fqiiare folid pile of ftones, 40 yards

in length, 20 broad, and 14 feet high. The top of
it is flat, and it is furrounded with a wooden rail-

ing, whereon are difplayed the &ulls of thofe na-

tives who had been facrificed on the death of their

chief!. A ruinous wooden building is (ituated in

the center of the area, conneAed with the railing

by a ftone wall, dividing the whole fpace into two
parts. Five poles, about 20 feet high, fupported

an irregular kind of fcaffold, on the fide next the

country ; and on that towards the fea, were two
fmall houfes, with a covered communication. To
t|ie top of this pile we were conduced by Koah.
At our entrance we faw two large wooden images,

with moft diltorted features, having a long piece of

wood of a conical form, inverted, proceeding from

the top of their heads. Here Captain Co(^ was
received by a tall young man, having a long beard»

)vho pi:efented him to the images, and chanted a

kind of hymn, in which he was aififted by Koah.
We were then led to that fide of the morai where
the poles y.vevc creaked ; at the foot of which 12

images were ersv'iled, and ranged in the form of a

femicircle ; ihe uiddle figure having a high table

before it, like the whatta of Otaheite, on which we
(aw a putrid hog, and under it fome cocoa-nuts,

plantains, potatoes, bread-fruit, and pieces of fugar-

i:%ne. • Captain Cook was conduced under this^


