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:s, he did not

'During the abfence of our partv from Macao, a briflc traffic

had been carrying on with tm* Cliinefe, for oui fea uctcr ikin*,

the value of whiJn augmented every day. One of our fai)oi«

difpoied of his itock alone, for «ij;ht hundied dutlari>^ ; and a few
of the bettikins which were clean, 4iiul had been-caref«liypre-
ferved, produced 4 hundred and twenty doliar>- each.

A \cry Uidicrous aitcMtion took plate in the dKfs of all our
crew, in confcquetice (•f tiie barter which the Chinefe >tiad car*

rkd on with uo tor uur (iea'octer (khit>. On our arrival in the
Typa, I ct only ttie fsilorh, but likewife tiie younger oflicers

^cre extremely ra}!|!<;d in tlieir apparel ; for, as the \ oyaj^e had
now exceeded, aUnoii by a y«ar, tlie time r wa»> at frrH luppof-

^ed-we ihoirki conlimie <tt lea, the far greater p.irt of i-ur original

liock of li^iiropean clothes had long aj^o worn out, or repaired
and patched up with (kins, and the ^ifferenc manufactures we
had met wicli in thecourte of the expedition. Thcie were now
mixed with the gaycit ftlki* aim cottons tlut China <:ould pro-
duce.
On Tuefday tlie 1 ith ofJantiary, 1780, two Tailors belonging;

to the Rerolution,went off with a fix-oared<utter ; and though
the mott diligent fearch was made, both that and tlie I'nccceding

day, 've never could gain any intelligence of her. It wu ima-
gined that thetc feamen had been (educed by the hopes of ac-

quiring a fortune if they ihould return to tliei^ur lOands.
We unmoored on the i zth of January, at twelve o'clock, and

fbttled the guns, which, on >)oatd the Difcovery, amounted at

this time to ten ; fo tliat her people, by meanR of four addition-

al ports, could hght feven on a fide. In the Refolution likewit'c,

the numberof guns liaci i)ecn augmented from t\^ elve to tixteen

;

and, in each of our vellels, a (trong barticade lud been carried

round tlv;: upper wor and all other precautions taken to give
our incc/nhderabie fo e a nfpedlible appearance.
We ' confidered it as our duty to furniih onrfelves with thcfr

means of defence, thou(>h there W4s fomc leafon to belie\-«, that
they had, in a preat meafure, been rendered fnpcrduoiK by the
pencrolity of our enemies. Captain Kinii had been Informed at

Canton, thit, in the public prints, which had laft arrived fiom
Great Britain, mention was made of inftrudiotis having been
found un board all the French (hips of war, that h^i been taken
in Europe, importing, that their commanders, if they (hould
iiappen to fall in with the (hips which had failed from Enjzland
under the command of Captain Cook, (hould futier them to
proceed unmoleitcd on their voyage, it w.is alfo reported that
the American Congrel's had given limilar ortlcrs to the vclTels

employed in their fervice. This intelligence being farther con-
(irmrd by the private letters oflomeof the lupercargoes. Cap-
tain Gore deemed it incumbent on him, in return for the liberal

exceptions which our enemies had made in our favour, to refr^iin

from embracing any opportunitie^ of capture, which thefe niipht

afford, and to maiutaln the Hricleit ncutratity «iuring the whoic
of hik voyage.
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