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lies the southern jjortion of the state, while primitive rocks, such as granite,

slate and sandstone, prevail in the northern part. Chancellor Lathrop

gives the elevations of different ])oints in the southern section of Wiscon-

sin, as follows: At Blue Mounds. 1,170: head waters of the Rock river,

81(5; egress of the same river from the state, 1,28(): and the portage be-

tween the Fox and Wisconsin rivi-rs, at 22H above the level of Lake
Michigan.

The mineral resources of Wisconsin constitute one of its great sources

;of wealth. Three-fouitlis of the great lead region extending fnmi Illinois

and Iowa, lies in its south-western ])art, and covers an area of about 2,000

8([uarc miles. La Fointe. C'hi])i)ewa. St. Croix and Iowa counties are rich

in (ojiixT. PiXcellent iron (.res abound in Dodge county and ov the Black

river and other bran(dies of the Mississippi, and the valuable ores of the

Luke Superior regi(m extend into the state from Michigan in great quantity.

Magnetic iron, iron i)yrites and geophite ore are among the other metallic

products of the region, which is also prolific in fine marbles. gy])sum, salt-

petre, etc.

Of the beautiful lakes, almost mimbei'less. which have earned for the

state the re])utation of being the most atti'active lacustrine region on the

continent, we shall have occasion to write in detail, regarding at least the

more notable ont^s. Without st()p])ing to notice ])articularly the great in-

land seas that wash the shores of Wisconsin, a short distance south-east

fi'om the centre of the state is situated Lake Wiinu'l)ago, a line body of

watei', 'i'S miles in length and 10 nriles wide. It connuunicates with Lake
Michigan through the Fox or Neenah river and (nven Bay. In comnKm
with all the hikes of the locality, Whniel)ago has the clear water, pic-

tures(]ue sh(U-es and islets, and lies under the laight blue skies and in the

diamond sunlight found nowhere in such perfection as in the (iolden North-

West.
" The rivers which traverse \hv interior', for the most psu't, flow generally

in a south-west direction, dischai'ging their waters into the Mississip])i.

The latter river bounds Wisconsin on the south-west for mort' than two

hundred miles. Cimimeiicing on this line at the south, we have, in their

order, the Wisconsin, Bad Axe. Black, and Chii)])ewa rivers. Of these the

largest is the Wisconsin, which Hows neai'ly directly south for over 200

miles, aud then west about a hundred miles, into tln' Mississi}i))i. It is

navigable for steamboats for nearly 200 miles. The Chi])pewa is about

200, and the Black about 150 miles long. The Fox river, or Neenah, is

the outlet of Winnebago Lake, and coiniects it with Green Bay. The Wolf
river, from the north, is the mahi supply to this lake. The Menomonee
emptying into (ireen Bay, and the Montreal into Lak(i Sujierior, are very

Serviceable streams for maimfacturing ])urposeH. These rivers form part

0f the north-east boundary of Wisconshi."- Navigation is ditticult (m
inost of these rivers. Steamboats ascend on the Wisconsin to where it

1 Hist, of Wiscniisin.
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