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hall till, and the others grant moisture and increase*

Oppression and disease have no sooner banibhed man
from the plains of Babylon, Persia, and Palestine, than

the ground parches, the trees disappear, the beasts, and

even the birds depart into exile, and the country, aban-

doned to sterility, becomes a moving sand. In reverse of

this order, when the thousands of square leagues of dry

grass plains west of the Mississippi, shall become the re*

sorts of husbandmen, the granges, the hedges, the young
orchards, the mulberry groves, forming a new alliance

with the sky, will generate showers, arrest the clouds,

and pour innumerable rivulets over all these green wastes.

In regard to the products of the west, without entering

into details foreign to our plan, we remark four distinct

species of cultivation, predominating in as many parallel

belts, as we descend from the northern extremity of the

valley towards the south. The first is a zone with products

similar to the northern Atlantic states; and commencing
at the sources of the Mississippi, and terminating at Prai-

rie du Ghien, it corresponds to the climate between Mon-
treal and Boston. The Indian corn of the northern states,

Irish potatoes, rye, wheat, and cultivated grasses are

raised in perfection. The winter has an average dura-

tion of five months.

The second belt, commencing at Prairie du Chien, and
terminating at latitude 36 deg., produces the gourd-seed

corn, rye, wheat, apples, pears, p#&ches, and sweet pota-

toes. The average winter is four months. The next belt,

reaching from 36 to 31 deg., is the region t)f cotton. From
30 deg. to the gulf of Mexico is the belt of the sugar cane,

the orange and fig tree, and the corresponding productions.

Sugar and cotton from these districts already constitute a
prodigious item in the products of the American soil ; and
when this valley is peopled and cultivated, as one day it

will be, imagination can hardly limit the extent, to which
these articles will be produced.

The progress of the population of this country is with-

out any example or parallel in the records ofother colo'

Dies in ancient or modern times ; ni^-exceptingeven the an-

oAlaof the advancement of the Adantic countcyi We can


