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way—so 1(m^ as (iovi>riinuMit nlliriTs art' coiiipolird, bccaiisr of lack nf

boat service, to staiul liclpless on siiorc wiiile I lie snui^i^lcr plies his

illej;itiiiiate tra<Ui heiieatli tiieir very eyes, so loii^ will the pieseiit state

of alia i IS (continue to eiu-Me Alaska and to be a <lis<;i-are to oi:r whole
eoiiiitiy.

While at .liiiieaii in May I wa'^ int'ornied of an attempt that was about
to be made to land a eai';;o of li<pior destined for the Yukon N'alley

trade, and one of the most ener;:eiie inspectors in Alaska was on the
watch to capture it if possible, lie did not succeed, however, for by
the time he secured a boat to transport him to the rcnde/.vous of the

8inu}>';>lers he foiiinl he was twenty tour hours late. Speakin^fol the atl'air

afterwards he ssud to nu>: >'lf I only had a boat that was always at

my disposal I think I could break up a •^rcat deal of this smu;;^'lin{;;

but, hampered as I am now, I am powerless, for no sooner do I hire a

boat to jfo anywhere than the sij^nal llies over tiie district. It will

require tlie presence of a reveniu'i'Utler and half a dozen steam launches
to kill olf smu},'}iiin<; in Alaska." I'lvery word of which I indorse.

The peculiar conditions surrounding; the .Maskau liquor question
have not been taken into account by many men of extreme \ lews who
have written or spoken on tln' subject: iiuleed, I question if they ever
untlerstood it. The liutli is tluit if there is a climate under the sun
where liquor is a necessity to man that climate is in Alaska, and con-

iseqiieidly white men dennind and must have it at any cost and in spite

of all obstacles.

Tids is the reason we lind ".M> piTceiit. of the white population bitterly

opposed to the present piohibitory law. This is why no otlicer can be
found to attempt to enforce the law or a,jury to uphold it. And where
public sentiment and publit; opinion are so plainly a};'ainst a law, iu>

matter how well intentituied or jjood in itself, it is wise to heed the sijju

uiid amend or repeal it. During; a conversaticui with the assistant dis-

tri<*t att(Mney, Mr. Ilofjy-ert, on this subje«t he said: "During the past
four years $I4S,(MKI were spent in Alaska on eases of Indians and half-

breeds who had j;otten drjinkor had peddled whisky with<)Ut any lastiiifj

or deliidte results. Had we had ahi;;h li(;ense (luring that time we could
have saved that expense to the < JoveinnuMit ami collecte«l revenue
enough to nnik«^ the Territory self-suppoitin}f."

DESTIJUCTION OF GAMKFoWL E(S(iS.

The stories tohl of the wanton destnuition and the systematic steal-

ing of wild ^ame-fowl e;>'<;s have no foundation in fact.

I have traveled ctver thousands of miles of the coast line of Alaska,
niakihji*' dili<>-ent intpiiry into this nmtter, without lindin^- one person
who knew anythinj'' about it. I have c(»nv«'rsed with nu'U who spent
twenty t(» thirty years in the inii'rior uf Alaska, mininji'. huntinj;. an<l

tnulin^, men who had ;;'one over every mile <»f habitable lanu in the

Territory, without ever hcarin;*' of such a tliin.u' until I asked them. 1

have written to traders whose business takes them fothe Upper Yukon
countiy, far into the Uriiish possj'ssions. men who travel tVom the
Boiiree to the mouth of the nivM livcr; I liave written to missionaries
whose labors call them into all the nati\e settlements on the Yukon,
Kuskoquim. and other riviMs, and the unvarying reply is, " VVt' never
heard anythiufi- about such thinj;s."

As ti matter of fact, it is not yet known for certain where the wild
fowl lay their e^iys. They certainly llnd some islantl, marsh, morass,
swamp, or tundra where man can not penetrate, or, at all events, where


