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island to the extent of 200 or 300, as, in case of an emigrant
ship being wrecked there, they might prove useful as food for the
emigrants, if they should fall short of provisions.

I will now refer to the system under which oar lights are
managed. In Canada there are thirteen members of the Govern-
ment with portfolios, and one of thera is the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, who is charged with the administration of all mat-
tors of a marine character, including the construction and mainte-
nance of lights, fog-signals, buoys, beacons, the management of
marine hospitals, and the care of sick, distressed and shipwrecked
mariners, river police, harbour commissioners, harbor masters,
pilotage, port wardens, shipping masters, examination of masters
and mates, investigations into shipwrecks, rewards for saving life,

life-boat service, meteorological observations, signal service, inspec-

tion of steamers, registry and measurement of shipping, public
wharves, the Government steamers for attending ou the light-

houses, telegraph signal service, the protection and management of
the fisheries of the Dominion, and the disbursement of the fishery

bounty which is voted annually by Parliament.

The business of the Department of Marine and Fisheries is

divided into two branches, with a Deputy Minister for each, one
embracing the lighthouses and all other marine matters, and the
other all matters relating to the fisheries.

The Minister being a political officer and a member of the Cabi-

net, changes with the Government, but his Deputies, who manage
the routine business of each branch respectively, under his direc-

tions, are permanent officials, and do not change with the Govern-
ment. No practical inconvenience, therefore, ensues when a change
of Government takes place, as the permanent offiaials are familiar

with all the details, and when a new Minister takes charge, he in-

dicates the policy which he wishes to bo adopted, and they carry it

out accordingly. In the Department there is a Chief Engineer, who
is charged with the preparation of all plans and specifications in

connection with the building of new lighthouses and the arrange-
ment of the necessary lighting apparatus, and in each of the Pro-

vinces of Quebec, I^ew Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward
Island and British Columbia, there is an agent of the Department
to attend to its local business, as the distances are too great to ad-

mit of its being promptly attended to bj' the head office, and it is

of such a nature that it requires continuous local supervision. The
Minister submits to Parliament annually an ostimato of the amount
of money which ho will require for the ensuing year for the main-
tenance of the lighthouses, the construction of such new light

stations as he may recommend to be established, and all the other

services of his Department.
Since the Department was organized, in 18G7, when Confederation

took place, J p to the end o* last year, 351 new lighthouses have
been built end established, and the amount expended lor this pur-

pose, inclm ing the cost of providing twenty-tnree fog whistles and
nine steam fog horns, was 31,095,620, which would give an average

of $2,860 ^or each. A number of these lights were for the inland


