
iL'iu.teiLjJU.tigii.
'^.:Jrj

i NKW liUrNSWK'K IIISTOr.UAL SOCIETY. ?

le nortli-weat

i was levelled

me ditticulty,

construction,

au extending

ibout twenty-

about twenty

,0 the upland,

etl.ing like a

ipland. Here,

r wliich 1 lands

their French

devRstato the

eepHillside
|

70 fo toft' I

D "^

Gyles
spring

I is overflowed

river Indians,

he encampment

lis built here in

early times a very strong fort to repel the French. It is, however,

almost certain that the fort was in existence before the arrival of the

French on the upper St. John, and was intended primarily for the

protection of the Indians against the attaci<s of hostile savages. In

construction tin; fort was probably very similar to those of the Hurons

and other Indians of Canada, which are described at length by Parkman

in his booK, "The Jesuits in North Anierica." It must hav(> been a

very laborious task to construct the palisade in the lirst instance, and

nothing Init stern necessity is likely to have driven so naturally indolent

and improvident a people to undertake it. The stout stakes were cut,

pointed, and lirndy planted with no better implements than tlu; clumsy

stone axe and like tools of pre-historic times. Between the stakes

saplings were interwoven, so as to form a well-nigh impenetrable wall,

which was braced as firndy as possil)K

.

According to tradition several sanguinary Ijattles were fought in tiie

vicinity of Fort Medoctcc, and the bodies of many of the slain were

liuried in the old grave yard, others at a ))lace on the opposite side of

the river, where many skeletons have been brought to light. In these

legendary Indian fights it is the Mohawks who, ior the most part, tigure

as the antagonists of tlie Maliseets. Until \ery recently the very rtime

of Moliawk suthced to startle a St. John river Indian. The late Mr.

Fdward Jack once asked an Indian child " What is a INIohawk.'' and

received for reply, " A Mohawk is a bad Indian who kills people and

eats them,"

In the narrative of his captivity John Gyles tells an amusing story

of an incident at Fort Medoctec, which serves to illustrate the super-

stitious dread the Maliseets entertained with regard to the ^Mohawks,

We give the story from the original narrative in his own words

;

"One very liot season a great number galliereil together al the village ; iind,

liL'ing a vtry droughty [leople. ihey kept .lames ami myself night and day tit .hing

water from a cold spring, that ran out of a rocky liill about 1 liree (|uarteis of a

mile fiom the fort. In going thither we erossed a large iiii 3rval corntield, and

liien a descent to a lower interval before we ascended the liill lo tlie spring.

.lame.'!, being almost dead, as well as I, with tjiis continual fatigue, contrived to

fright the Indians, Ife told me of it, l)ut conjured me to secrecy, yet said lie

liiiew that I could kee]) counsel. The next dark night James, going ''or w-.ter, set

his kettle on the descent to the lowest inter\ al, and ran back to the fort putting

and blowing as in the utmost surprise, and told his master that he saw something

' Tlic reforeiice is Id JamcB .Mexanilor, a .Jersey man, who was captured at the tiikini; »{

Kaliiioutli, Maiirj, l).v 11 t)aml of aliout aoO liuliansi, iiiaiiv of tliein Ijeloiijjii)!.' to the river St. Juliii,

nil the "Jyth Jlav, liiltU. .More tliaii imi prisMiiers «ei-c tatieii, ami tlie luimticr '4 Willeil wa;? very

larjru.


