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Do VDii rt'iiHiiilicr liow «! iisi'd to sinjr ofl' the coiintrit's i\tnl caiiital-

of I'urojK' in tlio old piililic srliool? I did'iit rcnli/i- then tluit

France was a real countrv witli trrass and tlowers and trees and n)iid

jn^t like Canada. 1 tliitik I ahvay.> tli(in<;lit of it as an irre(;;iilar

pink liloek on a patolivvoik of paint called l''.Mrope. Nor do I know

mucli more of tlie country now. In tlie trendies I usually kept too

close to the earth to see anything hut thi> nnid ; when tlie hattalion was

at rest I «as too liu>y ^cttinir the same f^hny mud ofF my uniform and

polishing; iii\ huttniw to enjoy the heaulies of the scenery.

The <»ne trip across the country that is most vivid in my memory
i-i the journey from my little shell hole near 'I'helus to this hospital. I

cull it "Seeinf^ I'raru'c From a Stretchier. " Mr.— in the old "High"
used to tell Us that (iold-mith walked tluou>:,h l'.uroi)e. Other tourists

Iiave Used \ai'ious convevances. l'os>il)ly they saw more of the rural

heautv of the country, yet I douht if tluir cNperiences were moi-i' inter-

I'stinj;- than mine.

After I «as hit. a^ I told you. I lay shivering in my nIkH hole

mi>eral)lv wet and f rljihtened. Shells setined to he hurstinj^ evirywhere.

'I'lien came those Ileinie priMiners. .Vfter fislng up my wounds they

put me on a <;-i'ouiul-sheet and with one Bosche at each corner we started

towards the rear. Lyiuii' in thi' shell hole. I had feared snini' shell

would finish me. .\fter training some dist.ance in that f;ronnd-shect

I hoped one would. I know my hearers were as frentle as possihle hut

the sheet saovi-xl in the middle so that I lay in a most uncomfortahle

position, and the M-roiuid was s,, rou<fh that every step prodiu'cd a jar

and e\ery j.ir excruciatiufi- pain. 'I'hi' water-soaked earth was dotted

with wounded Canadians, many of whom nuist have tlied hefore

stretcher he.'inrs could reach them. Many, more fortunate, were able

to walk li.ack. One of these, whose arm had heen hlown off. wavid the

h.Lndanfd stump as h<- passed and shouted. "Hurrah for Rlijrhty."

.Mv Ileinies knew iu» Kuf-lish. 'I'hey |)retended to understaiul

French vet when I tried my \ .mcouver "Iliirh"' iiccent on them they

looked pu/zleil and said "Ne Comprends pas." Stranfife how forei<jn

lanffuages are nej^K cted in (icrman schools.

.After travellinj>- in this manner for what sctmed hours, we reached

an advanced drf^sinj^-station. Here we stojiped only a minute. A
]M O. "iiid a pad'-, ui-rr attendinjj; tlu' more serious eases. My woinids.

hi Ini!,- compara! imIv sljoht. I dep irted ha\in;^- received .i cheery

H'reetiuia'.

.\t tlic next dressinjr station I was less fortunate. I was laid on

the j^roiHul amon>;- hundreds of others lyinj? in lonjj rows .iw.aiting

attention. It was snowing :\m\ I was colder than ever. One hy one

the frllnu s w> rr carried itihi ihe little diig-out to liave tlieir wounds

dressed. I longefl for my turn to come. l>ut it proved less enjoyable

than I anticif^ated. First an orderly asked nic "umpteen" questions

regarding mv name, religion, next-of-kin. etc. What a thirst for kno\v-


