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die pdmiett dayi of later Greece. Indeed,

the age of Motes the m of the eastern

Mediterranean was ahready decaying, strange

conventional designs and figures had come into

existence, and forms which we associate with
the art of the Roman empire were already in

ikshion.

As for ilUteracy, there was writing and in

plenty. No less than tiiree different scripts—if
not four—were in use in Krete alone, and traces

of their use have been met with as £u* nordi as
Bceotia and the Troad. The day taUets of
Babylonia were employed as wdl as die p^>yri

of Egypt for writing puiposes, and charac-

ters of a Imear script were bscribei ^ ink on
shreds (tf pottery. And att diis jtoitude of
literary culture and luxury was being enjoyed
by the islands and coasdands of die eastern

Mediterranean centuries before Homer toid of
its departed glcmes, or Helienic civilization took
up agam the broken threads of die past The
devetopment whUAi the * critic ' has imagined—
a develc^mumt out of barbarinn, illiteracy, and
the rude b^lnnings of art—is «mply a dream
and nothing more.

It would be affectatioQ, howem, if db-


