
ed. "The true destiny of mankind

is, not to rest content with a. full

dinner pail, like America; nor Hive

the I'-rtnch, to erect lik.>ne.s.se.s >>!

men and women in marble and m
bronze, but to produce a race ot nii:i

like unto the Creator himself- llis

true representatives upon this earth.

To produce and maintain fUch an

aristocracy is worth all the blood

and tears o£ the entire human race.
'

He was, in shori, an aristocrat by

conviction and a monarchist aa well,

and he was on his way to Siberia .is

an emissary from the Russian of-

ficers on the Krench front to initiate

a propaganda for the restoration of

the autocracy.

"But not the Romanoffs," he said.

"A monarch who can not maintain

himself upon the throne 13 nut

worthy of it. There is but one man

In Russia who is strong enough to

n;eet the situation. He is known to

be faithful to the iioly Gr.'ek Catho-

lie religion, and he alone can b^j de-

pended upon to purge the sacred

ground of Russia of Jews, I'ole.s, H"!-

sheviki, infidels and foreigners."

"Who is that man?" 1 asked.

"His name is Kolchak." announced

the military priest.

It was several weeks before I real-

ized that Voinoff was not insane

Conditions in Siberia In October lit 18.

In order that the reader may have

a good Insight into the Siberian sit-

uation as I found it in October, r.'is.

it is important that he understan.l

the role of Vladivostok in Siberia.

Vladivostok is the gateway to Si-

beria It is situated at the end of a

long line of railway that extends

across two continents, from Brest ii^

the westernmo.-it end of Kurope to

the Sea of Japan.

Foreign trade and foreign inuiiu-

factur , and the products «i Siberia

.le.sllned for othercountnes outside

.,r Kurope -e.Uer and leave by way

of Vladivostok. The name of \ ladi-

vostok—the Ruler of the East -is,

therefore. Well chosen: for whoever

is in pos.ses.sion of Vladivostok is ui

practical posse.ssion of Siberia

In 1901 the population of the city

was 24.000. Of these, 23,000 were

men and the other thousand women.

It was, in fact, nothing but aRus-

slan fortress. Today Vladivostok has

a populat II of about 150,000.

During the war the Tsar found it

expedient to extend the institution of

til,, /emstvo to Siberia. It proved a

sl^nal success. Local self-government

resulted in local efficiency. A new
ajiiril of I'atriotisni awakened, inanl-

f.sting Itself in an ini'reased supply

of butter, eKgs, fla.\. Wheat, and other

Siberian products for the eastern

front.

With the fall ot the Kerensky re-

gime, the Bolsheviki, us was the case

m Kuropean Kussia, substituted a

Soviet government in place of the

regularly elected Zemstvo admims-
iration. on the Z'Jlh of June, h w-

ever, the Czechoslovaks, who had

been quartered by the Bolsheviki

upon the eminences around Vladi-

vostok, followed the advice of the Al-

lied Powers and took the city by

marching through it. In justice to

some of our newspapers who gave

vivid accounts of the bloody battles

incident to this achievement be it

said that on the following day a few

Bolsh<-viki did inirench themselves in

a building near tlie station and a few

shots were intei rhanged. Two days

later .Vikolsk-Ussuriysky fell, and the

rest of Siberia followed suit. The
members of the Vladivostok Soviet

were, on general principles, interned

in a Czechu-slovalv c-anip. The ^-emst-

vo otHcials returned to their places.

Upon my arrival at Vladivostok 1

found the Zemstvo sovernnieiit in

full swing.

But what IS a ZemstvoV

A Zematvo corresponds to .i state

adiiiiiiistr.ition in the United Stales,

witli its legislative, executive and ju-

diciary divisions. Its officials are

fleeted in about the .same maimer as

state utlicials are elected here.

The new administration was labor-

ing under great ditll(!ulties. There

was no maniiluctnring worth speak-

ing of in Siberia, and speculation in

the necp.ssities of life ran wild in

spito of the vigilance of the authori-

ties. The ri.ilway .syst.in had broken

down, and the hinising problem was

distressing. Within the past four

years Siberia had doubled its popu-

lation, and during that period hardly

a single house had been built. Tht-

.situation was aggravated by the fact

that the Allied troops had arrived,

with their Red Cross. Y. M. C. A.,


