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"I know. But—I tried living in my world

without you—and I failed."

He made an inarticulate exclamation, ex-

pressive of great joy, and followed it with the

age-old demand: "Tell me when you became

willing to come to mine."

"The night you were in town."

'"What? Not at Atchison's dinner?
"

" Yes. I would have come with you then. I

would have come with you from the singing of

that song."

" But you—you let me think you wanted me

to come back!"

"I am only human. I wanted you to come

back. But— 1 wanted you to refuse to come!

If you hadn't refused
"

"Yes "

.
" You wouldn't have towered as high for me as

you do now. I might have loved you, but—per-

haps- I shouldn't have—adored you!"

The last words came in a whisper, and again


