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THE COMMERCIAIL.

British Colambia Fur Trade.

Thero is an abundance of all kinds of land
furs this_season cxcept hoar which is very
scarco. DBear has always commanded a good
prico and bear hunting has appealed to the
cupidity of tho Indians as well as the white
hunters for some years, with the result that
bruin 1s fast disappearing frui his aceustum-
ed haunts. Whether it 18 a case of migration
or extermination catiut as yet bo ascortained
accurately.

Mink, martin and otter are being brought
to the city in unusually large quantities.
Several bundels of martin have come from
Skeena in the far north, and are of such a
superior quality as to command fancy prices,
not down on the regular price list. Tho
skins aro light in wuight, blackin color and
of the finest toxture. The iIndian trapper
sold them first handed at:87.00 each obtaining
8220 for a small bundle. They are almost
equal to the Russian sable which brings $30.
Thoy are called sable martin anl are con-
tractol for by an English firm who

ives a largo prico for all that can be secured
or hin. ‘I'heso sable martin which are also
being brought in from Xootenay countr in
linnted quantities appear for the first time in
the Vancouver markets

There has beon an attampt to work npa
trado hero in Australian furs. damples of a
quantity of Australian furs principally
opossum have been sent to Now Yurk, Buston
and other places, The reply has been that
little v}l bo done with them and at the
best they cuold only bo used for lining. Oae
of tho reasuns is that the Australian trapper
does not case his shins and there is cuch a
difference in quality batween the back and
tho belly, that about half the fur goes to
waste.

The burn og questien 1n British Cobisulig
just now is what shall we do with vur deer
hides. Soveral years agu the Provincial
Legislatnro passed a law that no game or
any portion of gameshouuld be expurted iu its
raw state, a provisiun which 1t was thought
would proveny the wholesale slaughter  of
deer for their hides. It was reasonable to
suppose that beneficial results would follow
from the adoption of this course. But this
has not been the case. Thue vpen scasun is a
tong one, fruin depwember w Jauuary. Iu
November each year, tho suvw drives the
deer froau the high ground and the Tudians
tarn out in hundreds and with their dogs
chase the unfurtunate auimals into theo
water and slaughter them like so many
cattle and seoll fur 30 couts a earcass hide and
all. What to do with thoe skins. thatis the
question. Many with great oxpevse aud
labor stored away large bales of them,

eainst tho time the law might be repealed.
They poisoned the skius to heep off insects
and tovk every precautiun to preserve them,
but found that at the ond of threo years the
skins were worthless and where they could
have then got 23 cents a pound in the United
States market they could unly get half that,
for even prune shius.  Otlers started tanner
105 and tanned tho skins, but the Canadian
and American glove manufacturers said, in
answer to currespondence, we prefer to tan
our own skins, and onc after the other the
B, C. tanners were obliged to close
down for want of patronage At length
there was open murmursand somesmuggling,
and furrioers said this 13 an iequitogs law and
a menace tu cummeres. Uue Buscuwts not-
fied the anrherities T have deer skins for
eaputl, what are y .. g gt Ao ahmtar -
His case . s tested, the defence was that it
was not & matter for the province to decide,
but it should be left to the Dominion
Governmont whose duty it was t» foster trade
and not to place obstacles in its way where
uu great guul o011 result  The chief
justico has handed down his decision, against

Mr Buscuwitz ruling that the act of the
Provincial Legislature tn this cunnectivn is
ontirely constitutional Itissaid Mr Boscowitz
will appeal the case,

The following are tho ruling prices for
land furs in British Columbia:

No llarge No,1 No ?

fine. medium, targe. NO-3 No.¢

Reara black €23 00 814 0 R10 00 &4 0 R 00
Bears, brown ... 2500 16L0 1000 400 1@
Bears, grzaly...... 200 1600 1000 400 100
Mink . 75 &0 35 20
HEAVEr veevesnanean 800 600 400 200
Otter.... .. ¢« -.. 700 500 300 200
Fisher . 6t 500 300 2
Mattin, Liack ..... « 700
Uartin, dark ... 260 270 100
LVNX. .00 o seees. 250 15)
Fox, silver ... ,. 7600 500 2500 1000
Fox, cross ... 8600 65¢0 400 200
Fox, red . 20 1t0
Wolt .. 26 2(0
Wolverine . 400 300 200
Racoon. ... W 85
Deer skine, per b, 8 to 10 cents.

————

Toronto Grain and Producs Market.

\Wheat.—The market is easier owing to
some extent to freer deliveries by the farmers.
Red and white are offering on thie Northern
to-day ot 98c. Manitoba whest is steady.
Huldors of No, 1 hard afloat are asking S1
Fort William and buyers quoto 98¢, Cars
west ato quoted at 81 44 to 81 uH and Mont-
real freights at 81.06 to $1.07.

Flour. ~Is dull and prices are nrminal
Cars of Ontario patents aro quoted at 85 and
straight roller at 3175 to 2180, Toronto
freights,

Millfeod.—Cars west are quoted at 816.50.
Bran is slow at $12.

Barley.—Cars of feed oulside arc quoted
at o8¢,

QOats. —Tho offerings aro fair, but moat
hulders are asking wwre than buyers ronsider
the grain worth, some asking 40 to 4le. but
cars of white were offered west to-day at 88c.
Cars on track here are quaoted at 4lc,

Buttor.—The offerings frum country
dealers aro large, the receipts are fair and
ample to supply the local trade which aro
not buying liberally. For choice straight
fresh made dairy tubs dealers quoted 11 to
124¢, and low grade, which is slow, is quoted
atb tw e, Creamery is -lull at 16 t0 17r for
rolls and 15 tw 16c for tuhs

Eggs. —The market is steady at 10 to 10}e

Hides.~tirevn hides are quoted at 8cand
cured 9c; pelts at 1dc; lanmbskinsg 25c.
Calfskins are 1n good demand.

Wool.—Nomnal quotations are. Mer-
chantable flecco 20¢, rajects 16c; unwashed
12c; but actnal transactions have been made
at prices 3 to 1ic in advance of theso prices.—
Globe, Tune 15

In the railway committce at Ottawaon
Juno 18, a charter 'was granted to the James
Bay railway Co, consistingof Wm. McKenzie,
H. D, Lumsden, Geo. A. Cox and D, D.
Maunn to construct a line from Parry Seund
or from a point on the line of the Canadian
Pacific Railway between Sudbuy Junction
and Nerth Bay tu James Bay fa portion of
Ho”s0n Bay)at a point where Moose river
onters the Bay,

WALKER HOUSE.

Tho most gouveniently located Hotel {n T $
One Block from Union Raliway Dapot
A first-ciass Family and Qommorclal Honss
Terianm frorn $2 a Daw

DAVID WALEKER, ProrRIETOR.
Corner York and Feont 8ta., TORONTO, Ont

.points 1o the United Sta

W. R. Johnston % Co.

(Late Livingston, Johnaton & Co.)
WHOLRSALR MANUFAOTURERS
& READY MADE =

CLOTHING.

Cor. Bax & Fooxr Srs, TORONTO.

Samples s Hc!ntyro} REPRRSANTATIVES,
DBlock, Wisnlpeg §A. W, Lagher W, W. Armsirong,
Sponges|
70
IN CABES IN BALES
HONEYCOMB, SHEEPS W(OL..
CUBA BATI. GRASS,
TOILET. RELF.
TURKEY, YELLOW.
POTTERS. VELVET.

Lyman, Knox &Go

Importing and Wholesale
Druggists,

MOMTREAL & TORONTO.

BROWN BROS,,

‘Wholesale and Manufaoturing

STATIONERS,

84 1o 68 EING STREET, EAST,
TORONTO.

SPHOIALTIARS.
Account Books Paper—atl kKinds
Office Supplies Stationery

Wallets, Pocket Books

Ladies Hand Satchels

Pocket and Office Dairies

Leather Goods Binders' Materials
Printers’ Supplies

WISGONSIN CGENTRAL

LIINKES.

LATHIT TIMB CARD.

Daily Through Trains.

12.45 pm| 8.25 pm|Lv. Minncapolie, Ar] G.40 am| 4.20 pm
1.25 pmy 7.15 pmiLv. 8t Paul Ar| 8.00 am; 8.40 pm
J 4.05 pm)bv. Duluth  Ar.{11.10 am
1 7.16 pm/Lv.  Ashland  Arf 816 am
716 am 10.05 am At Chicags Lv | 5.00 pmi1J.40 pm

Tickets eold and baggage checked through to all
and Canada.

Closo conncetion made tn Chi
Eash and South. cago with all tralosgolog

orF“ tull information apply toyour nearost tickes ageat

JAS. C. POND,
Qen, Pasa. Agt. Wilwaukes, Wis

The Paper en which this Journal is printed Is made by the Canada Paper Co,, Hjontreal, Parsons, Bell & Co. Agents, Winnipeg



