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BRITISH GOLUMBIA.
Several important occurrences hava recently

taken place in our province of Biritish Columbia.
'l'lie muet important of theso le thse completion
of the fis-st railwsy connecting the province
witls the United States. On account of thc
fact that water communication exista et &Il
timea of tho year, botween Briti.h Columbia
ind the P'acifie cc'st States, the inatter of rail-
way communication is nlot of as vent importance
as it %voulci bc in n inte-ior provinîce like M&n-
itobs. StilI it in a v-ory important epoch for
the provino". The firet railway te give con-
nection with the Unitud Satea in the West-
minster Southcrn. The northern terminus of
this rîsilway la on the Fraser river, jusaI oppo.
site the city cf Newî Westminster. It is expected
that the river will be bridgtsd in tinio, no tîsat
the trains may run right loto the city. In the
meantime a. railway ferry May ha used. Whlen
the river la crossed, the road can bc connectei
with the Canadian Pacifie, a braiich of whlcb
latter licie reaches New Westminster. From
Neîv Westminster, or rather front the point on
the Fraser river opposite that city, the roaci
runs in a southerly direction te thse United
States beuindary et Blain, ini the state of
Washington. At the boundary connectinu ln.
inada witb thse Fais isaven auciNerthern railway,
and the.sce there la connection throsjgh te Pacifie
coast points a-)utb. Au important feature in
connection with thia rosi is the fact that it svill
ba controlled and operateci by thse (;reat North.
are. 'This meur's that New Westminster la te
become pructically tha northet nI terininus of the
Creat Nortlbern on the P.scific coast.

Another important matter la the coinplation
of the sugar rt finery at Vancouver. The large
buildings for ti industry have be.iu erectcd,
the plent lias been placegi in position, cargoes
of raw sogar have be,%ti rectivcdl from acros
the Pacifie, Sudl the s-efinesy lai now regularly at
work. Britibh Columibia will new be Inde-
pendent of the East ln the important comsnod-
ity of augar, and a great industry has been
established inl thse province. As population
inereces in the province, andi aise in the prairie
country east cf tha riountains, it la avident
tîsat the coast tewns of British Columbia wilt
become industriel, centres in niany branches for
the country eatward.

In the acidressa t the recent opefing cf the
local legi8lature of the Pacifie province, a cou.
pie cf iatters wec mentioneil which are aise
worthy of special comnment. The fi at wa8 tie
aunouncement that a commission han been .ip.
pointed te ierise the iniug laws, with the
abject cf liromoting the developmcnt cf the
'-ast minerai wcalth cf the piovince. This
work, it ia understood, haq bean entrusted to a
ausaber cf practical, men, wsho have an exten-
sive knowledge cf the asîbject te bc isancleci.
British Colutrbia will tudoubtedly hecome the
wcaltbiest minerai region cf Canada, if net cf
the continent. To aay that itz iiioneral resources

s-e vast, in but tu use a commuan expression

whlcb wili convey but a falot Ide& cf the actual
condition. Almost every minerai knowo ta
the scleatist in fotnid natcioiiere in the prvince.
I is theri fore of the uitmest imnportance tîsat
this great naturat weili aboutit bc fostoeec by
%s ianlaws. Pie appointment cf a commission
cf practical sîsen, te cosîsolidate andi ravisa the
minerai luwet, weuild Indicate tîsat the gevera-
ment is anxiuus te dea) withi tlîiz great h-iritage
tu the hast acivantage.

Another matter iintioneci at the epening cf
the local house, %vit the annouoccn-.eot thê.. the
lieuse wouid ha lnvited te conaider what meas.
ures woulci be beat calculateci to discourage
apecu1satio~i in agricultural landsa. This uiove
wvas expecteci freint the action cf the <loves-
maet saine lime ago in witlidrwing agricul-
tural lande frein private sale. A good deal cf
valuable agi kultîiral, land inl thîe province bas
alroady pased into private hansod, and i i l te be
feareci the goverrnment, has net done its diîty le
the past in holding tie publia demain for the
people-that ia actual settlers. Largo tracts
have falien inte the lsand i cf spenulators and
otherit, auîc are hieldi at exorbitant pricea. In
thia way sett!ement, la discon-ageci. However,
it ia betor te taIte action liste thais net at ail,
anti if the public dosîvain is prppes-ly handled
la the fuIts-e, ne doubt thse neglect of tKe past
ivili ba overlooked. Bebides, it la offly cluring
recent ycara that the feul value cf these agri.
cultual l'ida fur seutlenment libea en ade
apparent, and on account cf tie situation cf
the pas. le the province, the policy govereing
the disposai cf landi l not se open te critici8mn.
cbangiog conditions have ciianged the situation,
andi rendcred a mare conservative policy necea-
sary in dealiog with public landea.

Wliile Speaking cf apectilation le lliîds,
anotiier clas (,f r.pecu'satiee inigbt bc referreci
te. This iii spccelation lu town sites. From
the mnany advertisements of tlîis nature appear.
ing ie Biritish Columbia papera, it weuld
appear thaI there ii semething cf a diiposition
abroaci te speculate in tewn sites. A largo
nuntler cf new towvns are being advertised as
profitable places for investment, and each aise
of tliese places la cf tonne te heccîne a great
city. This reminîls us cf the situation le
Manitoba early la lise last decade. When Iots
liaci adivancedi tu sncb an extent ln Winnipeg
that they wec beyond the reach cf parties
witlî linsiteci ieana, a ncw class of investmcnta
were placei sipen the ipecuIativo rea. estate
mnarket. Towna were laid eut aIl over tihe coun-
try, andi a gondi deal cf bard cash wau invested
in many cf them. Where are thdýse easibryo
cities iîow ý Euho aoswers wlîere !A good
many <l Ilent have disappeareci entirely, and
have been plowed up for whaal fields, or etill
romnain as virgin prairie. Somle aec amaîl vil.
lages. Nene cf then have cente aeywbere near
attaining te the extravagant expectations mdde
cf thent. Nana of theni have proveci profitable
inve8tments. la the case cf British Columbia
it Mnay be différent. Possibly a fcw cf these
towns may become places cf importance, and
landa purchasecil in tbem muy prove profitable
investments, if purcbaaed at a Iow valuiation
an tistart. Thet the !tnajority cf these places
will net hecome places cf importance, in almost
a certainty. One point againat inveatsncnta la
new tosvns proving pi ofitable, ia the fact uhat,

the landea are usually solci at the start for as
much cas they %votlc o rs-l le an establishe ' (
town cf consîderabie importance. British Coi-
iubla bas a number cf ebtabliýhed cities, wies-e

juicious iusvestsiients are certain to prove cf
pesalanent value. These inctude Victoria,
Vaucouvo; Ne;w Westminster, Natiaitno, etc.
TIsepiacing cf 80 maaynaew town sites upon
tise mîarket, indicates a dangercui% liisait of
speculation, îçhicb ne (louht ba% beaui encou-
aged by the great progreas masde Iby the province
durlog the past year.

MINITOBA OATIS.
'Fice WViasipeg gii exebange lis talten up

the question of the quality cf Mansitoba cati,
w tli tise oIject cf cndeavoring ta bave cur
fus-mars enlighteedi as te the ativis ib'lity of
exerctsing msore care in g-owing cels. A coin-
mittee cf the exchasîge bisg beau appoieted to
interview len. Mr. Oreenway, te urge bisa te
have a bâiltin isatsed for distribution among
tise fesmers, giving isiforsn:stion as te tbe hast
kieci of cati te grew, etc.

This ia a vas-y important sueve ce the par: cf
the exchange, and it ia tu b ho ped it may bear
fruit. Tiiic Cosi'dERCIAL someireeka ago calleil
attention te the se ious le a te Manitcba fais-is
era owing te tho qusality cf oats grcsvnhere.
Tho black andi mixeait cala usaaly grcwn here
as- eot nearly a i valib!o for ni s-keting abs-oaci
as a gond white out. M auitobt cals are aise
largely mixeci witli whoat, bxrley andi otîser
substances wluich impairs tiseir value. At
Monts-cal, while ilsioba ocits were quoteci ai
41 andi 44.1 cents per buabel cf 34 pouncis,
Ontario oas mes-a queted at 47 te 43 cents fuor
tihe saine weigiit, per buabel, tlis representa a
serions loge te Masnitoba groears. It îvauld ba
jest as easy te cssitivate a whbite et as tise
mixeci q.iaiity nom moatly grcwn, anci the
frcigbt wouli îlot ha assy greater on the choiceat
than itla isspon tise pios-es andi dis-tiest oats
nsasketecl. The thrce or four conta dittaresict
in tihe valua betwreen ou. cats andi the cheicer
castern cata la tiserefore jeat se nsuch deaci lois
te aur farinera, In bis acidress aI the annmal
Meeting of the Winnipeg Grain ]?xchange.
Presidant B.s6vif sai. that hie estimateci we
wonld have 3,000,000 bogheis of cits for sbip
tricot this year. <la Ibis quantity of oate we
wili loac about $120,000 on aecount of the quai.
ity aed variety grawn. In United States mi-
kats the saltie conditions exiat. If me were
marketing our as-rplus crop Ihere me wauld bc
dccked ccnsiderably on account o!quaity. At
present the bigb duties keepa our oas ont cf
that counts-y, but tisa may not be for long.
Our surplus oat crop will ne deubît continua to
incre-ase, andi -a e shoulci eodeavor aI once ta
imprave tihe qcsality go as te obtaia the hast
price. It is therafora te ha hopeci Ibat Mani
toba farinera will ba fuliy ad vised la Ibis matter
btfore another crop ia sewn.

The attempt te arrange a combloation cf oat
meal asillers cf the provinoof Ontario bas faîlesi
ths-ougb, it bavisîg beaui found impossible te get
the irbola cf tho mille-s to agrcc upon prices
and the output of the vas-loua mille. ft ln 8tated
a issorit y of Ontario catmeal tailla are rnrnasg
at net msore than oee.îird tlieir capacity,owing
te decreaseci demanci andi increaseci competition.


