THE FOILING OF THE FRENCH

compliment, retreated hastily to camp, where the
Rangers did not venture to follow them.

The burning sloop, amid the expanse of spot-
less snow, made a splendid spectacle, which
gave no pleasure to the defenders of Fort Will-
iam Henry; but it was the last blow struck by
their foes, and when on the following morning
the sun rose bright and strong, flooding the
wintry scene with radiance, the snow-covered
surface of the lake was seen to be dotted with
the dark forms of Rigaud’s retreating force toil-
ing back to Canada on snow-shoes, a foiled and
humiliated band of men.
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