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iii, p. 319. But (he nature of their dances is commonljr fuch as I

have dcfcrlbed.

NOTE LXXXIX. p. 397.

'T'HE Otbcmaceas, a tribe feated on the banks of the Orinoco, em-

ploy for tile fame purpofe a compofition, which they call JTupa,

It is formed of the feeds of an unknown plant, reduced to powder,

and certain fhells burnt and pulverized. The effeds of this when

drawn up into the noftrils are fo violent, that they rcfemble madnefs

rather than intoxication. Gumilla, i. 286.

NOTE XC. p. 399.

'T^H O U GH this obfervation holds true among the greater part

of the fouthern tribes, there are fome in which the intemperance

of the women is as cxceflivc as that of the men. Bancroft's Nat. Hift.

of Guiana, p. 275.

NOTE XCI. p. 404.

C' VEN in the moft intelligent writers concerning the manners of

the Americans, one meets with inconfiftent and inexplicable cir-

cumftances. P. Charlevoix, who, in confequence of the controverfy

between his order and that of the Francifcans, with refpe6t to the ta-

lents and abilities of the North Americans, is difpofed to reprefent

both their intelledua' and moral qualities in the mod favourable light,

afferts, that they are engaged in continual negociations with their

neighbours, and condudl thefe with the moft refined addrefs. At the

fame time, he adds, " that it becomes their envoys or plenipoten-

tiaries to exert their abilities and eloquence, for if the terms which

tliey offer arc not accepted of, they had need to ftand on their guard.

It frequently happens, that a blow with a hatchet is the only return

given to their propofitions. He is not out of danger even if he is fo

fortunate as to avoid the ftroke, he may expe£l to be purfued, and if

taken, to;be burnt." Hift. N. Fr, iii. 251. Men capable of fuch


