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SO loon as the Argonaut is ready for fca, you will proceed on

your voyage, and put into execution the fcveral plans wc have laid down, and with which

you are lb thoroughly acquainted; you are alfo Co perfectly informed of the bafis they

are founded on, that any recapitulation here would be needlefs. We place the flrongeft

reliance on your pcrfevcrance, temper and prudence, and are convinced that our hopes

can only be matured but through in exertion of thofe difpofitions. We (Ircnuoufly recom<

mend a moderate ufeof the powers you are invefted with, not only in your tranfaiflions

with (hips of foreign nations,—who mull be treated with that good faith and generofity

which form the charadtcriflic of the Englifh nation, and which muft turn ultimately to the

honour and credit of your employers,—bur. to all Ihips of our own nation, to whom we

deflrc you to be particularly attentive in cafes of diflrer$,or any other calamitous fituation

they may be thrown into. We imprefs on your mind this point, not only for the honour

and credit refulting to us from fuch a liberal line of conduA, but from the abfolute

neceflity of avoiding all fubjedt of difpute with foreign powers : we hope that no motive

whatever will induce you to deviate from this point { as we aflure you, that a commerce

that is not carried on with honour and refpedability, as well as humanity, would be

entirely repugnant to our feelings as men, and charadlers as Britifti merchants,—a charac-

ter, which appears to us in fo refpedlablea light, that no emolument, no advantage what*

ever, would perfuade us to countenance the fmalleft deviation from it in the perfons and

adts of thofe we employ.

Reports having been fprcad of great ads of cruelty and inhumanity being committed

by the crews of various velTels on the coaft of America, in their commerce with the

natives, we now embrace the earlieft opportunity of exprelling our utter abhorrence of

fuch boAile adts: wefmcerely hope that no perfon or perfons in our employ, will have

caufe to be reproached with any thing of this kind—adts, which we never will countenance

or protedt; on the contrary, we ihall ufe every means in our power to have the perpetrators

puniihed. We therefore moft particularly order, that if, in the courfe of your command,

any perfon or perfons whatever, in our eroployj ihall commit any murder on the natives of

5 America,
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