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There is no heavy pine timber hereabouts, and the canoes arc made of cotton-

wood.

Above Naas-Glec the river was very rapid, and it required all our energy

to got along, as we had but a small quantity of dried salmon to last us ten

days. Ten miles above Naas-Glec is an old Indian village, called Whatatt

;

here the shoal-water ends, and we enter the Babine Lake. Going through

a fine country, we accomplished 20 nn'lcs this day, the lake being broad

and deep. Next morning, to my surprise, I found a canoe at our camp,

with Frenchmen and Indians, in charge of Mr. Savin Hamilton, an officer

in the service of the Hudson Bay Company, from Fort St. James, Stuart

Lake, New Caledonia, whither we were bound. He was on his way to Naas-

Glee to purchase fish, and advised me to return with him there, and

then to accompany him to Stuart Lake ; but as I had seen enough of Naas-

Glee I declined his offer, with thanks. Mr. Hamilton expressed his sur-

prise that we had managed to get away fioni Naas-Glee, as we were the

first white men who had come through this route ; and even he found much
difficulty with the Indians there. Having persuaded Narra, the chief, to

let us have his canoe, we bid farewell to Mr. Hamilton, and proceeded on

our journey.

It was fortunate that we sent back our two Indians, as otherwise we
sliould have suffered from want of food, and as it was we reached Stuart

Lake only with gi-eat difficulty. We made a fine run to-day before a fair

wind to Fort Killamoures, which post is only kept up in the winter. Our

course from Naas-Glce to this place was south-east, and the distance about

50 miles. The land is good the whole way, with long grass on the benches

near the fort, which is a very lonely place. It is a great jiity to sec this

beautiful country, so well adapted to the wants of man, lying waste, when
so many Englishmen and Scotsmen would be glad to come here and till the

soil. Babine Lake is deej), and in some places 5 or 6 miles wide, with

islands and points of land to afford shelter from storms. From Fort Killa-

moures to the head of Babine is about 40 miles, direction south-south-east.

From the head down about 20 miles it runs east and west. We arrived at

the head of Babine on the seventh day after leaving Naas-Glee. We had

seen no Indians, nor snow, and had made a favourable journey.

The district we had passed Avas well adapted for fanning. Some of the

land is rocky, but on the whole it is a fine coimtry.

At the head of Babine Lake there is a good site lor a town, and a harboiir

could be made, as a stream flows in which would supply the town with

water. This is what I call the head-water of the Skeena River. The lake

is navigable for steamei-s, and 100 miles in length.

From this to Stuart Lake there is a portage over a good trail, through the

finest grove of cotton-wood I have ever seen. The ground was thickly

strewed with yellow leaves, giving the scene quite an autumnal apix.'arance,

and presenting a picture far diflbrent to what we exiMjcted in this part of

British Columbia.

Six miles from Babine we came to a small lake where were some Indians

It
.*

i'f:

iii

II.

Ill


