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proteftrng and encouraging infhience of whicht

thcfe Colonies have hitherto fo a^a^ingly flpu<'

fiOied and increafed. Thefe are the rights a

profligate Miniftry are now driving, by force ol

arms, to ravilh from us, and which we are, with

one mind, refolved never to refign but with our

HycL

. These are the rights yeu are entitled to, and
4>ught at this moment in ptrfeftion to excrcife.

^nd what is offered to you by the late A& of

Parliament in their place ? Liberty of confcience

ia your religion? No. God gave it to you;
and the temporal powers with which you have

been and are connected, firmly ftipidatcd for

your enjoyment of it. If laws, divine and hu-

man, could fecure it againft the defpotic caprices

of wicked men, it was fecured before. Are the

French laws in civil cafes reflored ? It ferns fi.

But obferve the cautious kindne^ of tat Mini-

fters» who pretend to be your benefa^ors. The
words of the ftatute are—that thofe *^ laws ihaU

be the rule, until thef fiiall be varied or aUered

by any ordinances of the Governor and Council.*'

Is the *^ certainty and lenity of the erimnal law

ol England, and its benefits and advantages,'*

commended in the laid' ftacute» and iaid to
^^ have been ienfiUy felt by you,** fecured to

you and your defcendants ? No. They too are

tubjedted to arbitrary *' alieraim^* by the.Go-
vernor and Council ; and a power is ezpreflf

reierved of appointing *' fuch Courts of erim-

iialy civil aad frri^^/^/M/jurifdidion, asiihall be

thought proper." Such is the precarious tenure

of mere «»//, by wiuch foii hold your livfa and

. reiigkni*


