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PREFACE.
IF we confider Man as an ihhabitant of the Earth, as a reafonable Being

endued with curiofity, as a member of Society, and as connected by com-

merce, and the interchange of arts and manufadlures, with the moft diftant

nations, few ftudies can appear of fuch importance, or procure more rational,

more ufeful entertainment, than that of Geography. How great arc the intel-

ledual advantages arifing from the contemplation of the different Religions, Man-

ners, and Cuftoms of our fellow-creatures ! How adapted is this pleafing ftudy,

not only to gratify the moft unbounded curiofity, but to enlarge the mind, to

banilh prejudices, and to make us fet a juft cftimate on our real charadcrs and

advantages ! By examining the Hiftory of the human Heart, and the unculti-

vated Mind, in various regions, where the abfurdeft Prejudices ufurp the place

of Reafon ; and Cruelty, Vice, Folly, and Tyranny are fanilified by the vene-

rable name of Religion ; we fhall fee how much we owe to Education, to the

Embellishments of Science, and to the Purity of our Holy Religion—how much
we are indebted to Providence for many peculiar bleflings—how much to Heaveil

And our brave Forefathers, for the Syftem of Religious and Civil Liberty handed

down to us

!

£ven the various face of the Countries, from the fultry Tropics to the frozen

Poles, muft afford a conftant fource of amufement and delight. Here extenilve

plains arid gently rifing hills, enamelled with flowers and adorned with fragrant

groves ; while, with thefe bleffmgs, the wretched inhabitants faint under the

too ardent rays of the fcorchihg fun, and bend under the yoke of flavery.

There fandy defarts, difplaying a dreary wafte : here lofty mountains, raiflng

their fnowy fummits above the clouds. What a pleafing amufement will the moft

curious fpecies of Trees and Shrubs, of Birds and Beafts, of Infeds and Reptiles,

of Amphibious Animals and Fiflies, of Foffils and Minerals, afford the inqui-

fitive mind ! The Reader will infenfibly know the aftonifhing works of Nature,

and will become acquainted with Natural Hiftory almoft without defign. While

he who is verfed in the Tranfadions of A ntient Times, will fee once populous

cities only diftinguifhed by fplendid ruino ; and the capitals of mighty empires

deftroyed and lying in the midft of defarts. The Man of Humanity, and the

Friend of Liberty, will, through this work, have frequent caufe to pity the

unhappy nations fubjedl to the defpotic tyranny of lewd and ambitious princes

:

fertile countries rendered defarts by lawlcfs rapine, and the few inhabitants in-

volved
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