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had ceafed from firing, and as it had continued book
incefTantly to rain for three days, the befieged v^.>,-l»^

fuppofed that the French would be lefs exaft in '73*'

guarding the pafles, in which they were not de-

ceived. About eight o'clock in the evening it

was difcovered that they were efcaping. Imme-

diately feveral French foldiers were ordered to

purfue, but they paffed along the courfe of a

fmall river which ran between the quarters of

the militia and thofe of one of the divifions, and

when the French took poffeflion of the fort, the

Natchez were at a confiderable diftance from it,

with their women and . children. The favages •

adting with the French, refufed to purfue the

Natchez, and there being no longer any enemy,

the general made a difpofition for returning.

The Sun with his attendants and family were

embarked in a fmall veifel called the St. Louis.

It was not long before the Natchez rendered

themfelves again formidable, and the impolitic

and unjuftifiable condudof the French, in fend-

ing to be fold at St. Domingo as flaves, the Sun,

and all thofe who had been taken with him, had

more enraged than intimidated that nation, in

whom hatred and defpair had converted their

natural haughtinefs and ferocity into a (leady

valour, of which they were conceived incapable.

In the month of April the great chief of the
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