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longer persecuted sl\e was honoured and exalted in the high i)laccs

of the earth, and then came, too, influences tending to the elevation

of the human in place of the divine, personal pride and aml)ition

beset the followers of a lowly Jesus, forgetting that,

'• Or>ler is lio]y—Sacrilege en.-ues

" Wiien men iiniiiiii-

" Hit ilelicate creation?, imd confuse

" Her pictures fair."

Emperors sought to rule wliere God liad fiKcd His throne in'tho

councils of the Church. Bishops sought for aggrandizement, and

began to iriquire who should he the greatest, and so in the lower

orders, and then we first i-ead of Areh-Preshjters or Deans, Arch-

Deacons, and the various otlier functionaries to be ibund in their

names in our own mother Church of England, or her corrupt sister,

the Church of Rome. Nearly contemporaneous with these en-

croachments on the primitive order of Christ's Church, ])resented

themselves errors in doctrine and corruptions in practice, which

continued their advance together, until tlie truth of God was well

nigh hithlen by these additions, and were alone purified and remov-

ed by the fires of the Reformation. We believe, therefore, that the

darkness and superstition whicli gradually spread over the spouse

of Christ, and obscured the ptirity and life-giving power of His

Gospel, is to be traced to these tamperings with the Divine Organ-

ization, arrogating titles and ofl^ccs, unknown to Apostolic times ;

under the pernicious infiuences of earthly favour, seeking to grasj)

the honours of t!ie world, seekitig to monopolize and centralize the

Icadin;' order bv the multii)lication of subsidiarv officers, in defiance

of the simplicity of the Gospel ministry. Wo contend, therefore,

that all officers called Arch-Deacons, Rural-Deans, and such like,

are, in their very existence, rcfiections on the perfection of the

agency appointed by Christ ; they assume to supjtlemeut a Divine

organization, and to be a substitute for a Divine authority, in utter

contrariety to the genius of the Chtu'ch (however trammeled our

mother in England may be by appendages of State and connection

with the past) and in direct conflict with the express statement,

Cpractically, that is ) of the preface to the ordinal, that it is evident

unto all men that there have ever been the three orders of Bishop,

Priest, and Deacon. But then, says one, perhaps they arc merely

agents of the Bishop. Accept them as such, but let me add tlie

inquiry, What should any or all Presbyters and Deacons be, but


