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Some years ago this University, recognising
the necessity for increased kaowledge of China, its
culture and its people, in westera countries, took
ander conslderation the formation of & Department of
Chinese Studleas

Continued examination of the project showod
us that the time was ripe for such & development in
Canadse We found that Occldental nations were
realizing more and more fully the historical and
cultural connection botween China end the Vest, tie
interest and value of Chinese literature and Chinese
calture, and the scomphic and political importance of
China in the modern world.

It sppegred to us at the same time that since,
by reason of the short Northern Pacific trade route,
Canada was & noarer nelghbour $o Chins than suy other
western country, since our commercial contacts were
incrossing and since no political guestions separated
the two countries, Cansds was an eminently sultable
place for a now sbhool of Chinese Studles,

Believing, as we all do, that intellectual
co~oporation and mutual understanding contribute
largely to internstional peace, we felt that such
& development might in the end bhave a value apart
from 1ts cultural importance.

e wore fortunate in the fact that st the
same timé as these plans were under considerationg
lre Ge l. Cost deposited in the University the




