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Sana years ago this University, recognising 

the necessity for Increased knowledge of China, its 
culture and Its people, la restera countries, took 
under consideration the formation of a Department of 
Chinese Studies,

Continued examination of the project showod 
us that the time was ripe for such a development in 
Canada,
realising more and more fully the historical and 
cultural connection between China and the est, the 
Interest and value of Chinese literature and Chinese 
culture, and the economic and political Importance of 
China In the modem world.

It appeared to us at the same time that since, 
by reason of the short northern Pacific trade route, 
Canada was a nearer neighbour to hlna than any other 
western country, since our commercial contacts were 
Increasing and since no political questions separated 
the two countries, Canada was an eminently suitable 
place for a new school of Chinese Studies,

Believing, as we all do, that intellectual 
co-operation and mutual understanding contribute 
largely to International peace, we felt that such 
a development might In the end have a value apart 
from Its cultural Importance.

We were f ortunate in the fact that, at the 
same time as these plans were under consideration,
Mr, 0» M. Cast deposited In the University the

We found that Occidental nations were
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