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1 it may be ),y«:zn
sible to make some comments on
occasion.

3 gxpect ns of those who ;Ldll“‘ d
it, but hm\ many ¢ 3 get 1 pub-
the provewd—

not encour-

Auckland Geddes in his§
address to the adian
(the only function during Mc-
Gill ‘\\rr»lk in which those outside the
any part, and
this not J’)\ invitat n Oor co-0j} )t‘I‘El ion
from MeGi though the .thassa-
dor’s pres ¢ in Montreal was, of
course, ¢ g to the MeGill celebra-
tion) sud the Centennial was an |
event of great import in the life of
the city, w is true, but how were
the citizen the ordinary people, to
know it? Sir Auckland emphasized
the benefit of educating the pec
but the educators of MecGill showe
no inclination to exercise such pub-
lic spirit.

It seems to me that the Reunion
was a great opportunity lost to enlist
the puh ¢ good-will towards Mc-
Gill, bu would appear to the ordi-
nary observer that McGill murr- to
remain loof. Montreal deplor-
ably lacki in public spirit; ’mg
when a ion s to create

co-0D
tioy he neaple 10
know let it pass.

Such a celébration in any other
city would, I feel sure, be made the
occasion for a general rejoicing; the
eity officials would be invited to par-
ticipate, or would volunteer their co-
operation, and many outward signs
that an event of importance was
happening in the community would
be displayed.

MeGill did not even display a
“Welcome” sign at the gates of lhe
university, or hang out an extra flag
as a symbol of what wae going on.
I am not a flag waver; and do not
approve of ostentatious display, but
if McGill had let the public know
that she was celebrating, the man in
the street might have felt more
warmly disposed to her. The visiting
guests, graduates of MeGill, who,
I am told, had a “wonderful time,”
should have been made conscious that §
they were reunited in an event which |
really was of importance to every-
body in Montreal, not merely in a
McGill affair, which is, I am pretty |
| sure, the feeling the majority had |
while they were here, and went
away with.

If a dignified public procession, not
a garden party or pageants held in-
side the grounds of the university,
nor again, an undergraduate parade,
but something symbolic of the de-
velopment of MeGill and the growth
of the city had been planned, with
the assistance and co-operation of
the city officials and the best com-
mercial interests of the community,
it would, I believe, have done Mec-
Gill a lot of good., Surely it would
have helped the university if the
mayor or other civic authorities had
been invited to the official MeGill
banguet, if not to the special convo- §
cation.

I am convinced that there are
many ways by which both the ad- |
vancement of McGill and the inter-
estg of Montreal would have bene-
fitted if fitting opportunity had been
taken of the Centennial by the uni-
versity tg gake it an occasion = of
general »elebration.

Iam, ete.,

ROBERT ANDERSON.
ontreal, October 22, 1821.




