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House (hat those who knew me, knew that
1 was neyer in bel<ter health in xny lii e,
and I had been in good Iiealth for years
previeus to that. I raised this battalion,
,con.sisting of over 1,250 men, te full strength
inside of sixty days. I was ir: training
ail winter and -ail of the next spring
and summer. I took my battalion te camp
Hughes early i May of 1916, and trained
there until the latter days of August, before
I had the alightest eymptorm of any trouble.
That was, as you wili see, ten months
alfter I had enlisted. The inference te be
drawn from the way the Oitizen puts the
oaae ie that I had got oome special treat-
ment. I think it is unfair that the press et
the countLry should take a -fing at a man
who has done bis duty, because hie is in
public ie, and inske it appear thai, either
as a rnember of the o4.her House or as a
seuator, I had got emre special treatment.
I do not think that a man should be penal-
ized simply because he ie a anember of
Parliamnet or a Senstor.

Wjth ail due deference te wha, 'las been
raid ini another place, I desire to ernphasize
th.e fa.ct that I neyer asked for a pension;
I neyer aoked for a board; I never redused
te *he hoarded a second time. What teck
place was this: I was ordered by the mili-
tary authorities to report te a board in
Ottawa. 'I forget the dates; they are imma-
teriai. I reported te that board and was
examined in order that it might he doter-
mined whether I shouid be retired or kept
on leave. When I camne back to Canada on
the 25th of December, 1916, the firq-. thing
I did on my arrivai-I think it was the
second day after I arrived in Ottawa-was
to write a letter te the military authorities
asking them te grant me leave ef absence,
wvith the distinct understanding that 1 was
te be struck off the pay-list. That letter is
on record. Se 1 was a colonel on leave fer
nearly a year. The military authorities, in
the natural course of events, hiad Ie deai
%yith my case te see whether they sheuld
continue me on leave or retire -me; and
fer that puipose I was summenied by the
iiiltary au-thorities te appear before a

miedicai board. I did that, and when the
medicai board examined me they ascer-
tained Rny disabiiity, and accerding te law
they had te report thait disability 4te the
pension board. The pension board could
do not.hing else than te deal wjvth the case
according te the pension list arranged by
Pari ament.

When the finding of that board was
brouglit in, de-ciaring that I had a 75 per
cent disability, but adding a rider te the
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,effect that aeome of my dis&bility existed
prier te the time I enlisted, 1 resented that
and went te Colonel Belton, ivho was, J
think, chief medicai adviser of the pension
board, and pointed eut te him that the
medical board had ne authority or justifi-
cation fer making that statement, because
I was in the pink of condition. had neyer
been in ibetter health in my lit e t!iau I vas
when I undertook te raise my battalien, and
continued in that state of heal4ii for over
ten mont-Is alter I had enlisted; that 1 had
been in good heaith for 25 years previous
te that, exce'pt for a time a few years
earlier when, as honourabte gentlemen who
were then sitting in the other House xnay
remember, I was threatened with a.ppen-
dicitis. At that tirne I went te Montrea]
and was exarnined by Dr. Lafieur, who
knew ail about rny condition, and who is
on record regardixig my present condition.
What 1 isaid te colonel Beaten, and I desire
te repeat it te tihis honourable flouse, was:
"Colonel Belton, I have net corne te you
in my own interest; I do net give a fig for
your pension; I have corne te you, though,
in the interest of 1,200 men whom I have
taken overseas, .and . I want to know
whether, when those mnen cerne back cri.p-
pied, or wounded, or rheumatic frorn their
hee.ls te their head, or suffering îfrorn lung
trouble or sornething else through. exposure,
you are geing te say te them: 'Yes, yeu
have a grea.t disability; you have 75 per
cent or 100 per cent disabiiity; but you mnust
have had some of that disabiiity prior te thle
time of yeur enlistment with the 108th
Battalion.' I desire to say te this hion-
ourabde Heuse and te the country that if
that is possible it wîli be a standing dis-
grace te Canada, because every one o! my
men-and it*was the samne with other bat-
talions-were exaxnined -by my dector when
they joined the battalion before being
passed into the service. When, about six:
weekýs or twe menthe after I st.arted to
recruit, it was assembled at Selkirk, the
battalien was again boarded and any
defects existing were discovered and deait
with. Then, when we arrived at CGanp
Hughes, my battalion was boarded -by a
board selected by General Hughes, who 'was
the commander of the camp. The 1O8th
Batitalion wvas boarded. four different times
before it 'went overseas, and I think every
other ibattalion at camp Hughes was treated
in a isimilar manner. That baing se, hion-
ourable gentlemen, 1 contend that this
country is in honeur ïhound. te accept every
one Mt thosec men as being fit, and znuet
aocept responsibility for any injuries these


