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family festival reflects a devotion to family and community that 
makes the beaches such a great place to live.

party will be mindful of what she said in her speech, for the 
greater benefit of young people in Quebec and Canada.

I understand where the hon. member is coming from, because 
I have worked with teenagers for many years, and the problems 
you described and heard described by various people sound 
familiar. I must say, Madam, I am impressed.

Before we finish, I would like to ask how you intend to 
persuade the Liberal caucus to share your views?

[English]

Ms. Minna: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member opposite 
for his kind comments.

The Woodbine part of my riding’s name takes up from the tree 
lined streets of the beach to Little India at Gerrard and Coxwell, 
the family run stores of the Danforth, the postcard perfect 
bungalows of the seniors in East York and the largely immigrant 
population high rise towers of Crescent Town. Does it not sound 
beautiful?

Beaches—Woodbine is a truly diverse riding and being the 
member for that area is a rewarding and demanding challenge. 
We have no factories in Beaches—Woodbine, no company head 
offices despite a large number of small businesses. We are very 
much dependent on opportunities for jobs outside the riding. 
That is why it is very important to us to ensure that metro 
Toronto gets its fair share of the infrastructure program and all 
other programs for economic stimulus.

In my caucus there is very open discussion on these issues. We 
have embarked on something that is quite unusual. A standing 
committee of the House normally does not embark on public 
hearings prior to legislation or prior even to a proposal being put 
before the House. In fact we are doing that right now, talking to 
Canadians to hear their concerns about these issues.As Toronto grows so does Beaches—Woodbine. You can be 

sure, Mr. Speaker, that I will avail myself of every opportunity 
to ensure that Toronto gets its fair share and makes its fair 
contribution to the growth and prospects of the whole country.

Once the proposals are presented to the House by the minister, 
which will be a discussion paper not yet legislation, we will 
again travel this country to discuss with every Canadian who 
wishes to talk with us. We will try to reach as broadly as we can 
to discuss those proposals and to share what kinds of ideas we 
want to share and to see what future we want to have.

It is the whole country that should be speaking in the House in 
the debate on the budget, the social security system, our 
defence, health care and other national issues. We simply cannot 
afford to pull back, to think only of our ridings and of our 
regions. Today more than ever before it is important that we 
speak as one, as one country, one nation, one great people.

I will continue to fight and work within my own caucus. A lot 
of my colleagues agree with me. I do not have to work very hard. 
I have a tremendously strong and very committed caucus with 
regard to social justice. I do not think that is something we need 
to be concerned about too much.• (1020)

Mr. Speaker, I want to assure you that the people of Beaches— 
Woodbine will be well represented in national debate. We will 
be heard.

Once legislation is brought in at the end of the year at that 
point we will be able to consult on the legislation itself.

To explain to members opposite, there will be plenty of time 
to be able not only to share ideas but to work out solutions, to 
adjust and to share them and discuss them again with Canadians. 
Certainly for my part I intend to hold two or three public 
consultations in my riding. Every member of the House can do 
the same. In fact I think they are being asked to do the same by 
the minister so that we have as broad a consultation on this issue 
as possible.

Certainly the commitment that I have to social justice which 
is 20 years long is not going to diminish during this process but 
rather will increase.

The Deputy Speaker: Congratulations to the member on 
what I take was her maiden speech.

[Translation]

Mr. Gilbert Pillion (Chicoutimi): Mr. Speaker, first I would 
like to commend the hon. member opposite for the comments 
she made in her speech. Since we started this debate on the 
budget, I believe this is the first time we have heard a Liberal 
member who is so emphatic about social justice, who tells the 
government to take its time in carrying out the reforms it plans 
to make and to examine all sides of the question in order to 
create the kind of social justice—and I was particularly struck 
by this comment—that will guarantee a better future for our 
young people, and the hon. member is to be commended for 
saying so. Throughout her speech, she repeatedly referred to the 
future of our young people and the fact that they too will have to 
make a life for themselves. I am sure that many members of her

• (1025)

Mr. John Murphy (Annapolis Valley—Hants): Mr. Speak­
er, as this is my first formal speech in the House of Commons I 
would like to begin by offering a message to my constituents of 
Annapolis Valley—Hants. I thank them for putting their trust in 
me to represent their views in Parliament. I consider it an honour


