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of a case of where a young Croat had come in and had seen the
head of his best friend impaled on a post. He went out and
committed all sorts of atrocities to this Muslim village.

The madness goes on and on. The way she described it was
that it was the devil’s banquet. What can we do? Why should our
young Canadian men and women be out there at risk? There is no
economic or strategic importance to us but there is a human
moral interest to us.

At the end of the last war the world said that we would never
again tolerate this type of holocaust. This type of holocaust is
occurring today.

What I would propose is that the Canadian Armed Forces
along with that of the UN and forces from other countries would
militarily enforce a safe haven so that every man, woman and
child in the affected areas who want to escape from the madness
can go to the safe havens. We also propose to both the Croatians
and the Serbians—

The Deputy Speaker: I am sorry but there are so many people
who want to speak and the time is up.

Mr. de Jong: Mr. Speaker, I ask for unanimous consent of the
House for one minute to finish my remarks.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

Mr. de Jong: Mr. Speaker, consider the role of the Canadian
forces in Croatia where one-third of Croatia is still occupied by
Serbian forces. We must surely keep our forces there. To take
our forces out of Croatia and Bosnia would invite a much greater
holocaust. There is absolutely no doubt about that.
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Even though the situation in Croatia has not been resolved, at
least the fighting and the massacre has stopped. The Croats and
the Serbs are talking. They have made an agreement. They are
going to open up embassies in each other’s country and eventu-
ally through negotiation that dispute can be settled without the
slaughter of men, women and children.

Canadian men and women have saved hundreds of thousands
of lives. Surely now is not the time to stop in our worthwhile
effort.

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Oakville—Milton): Mr. Speaker, it is a
pleasure to rise in the House tonight and to have you in the chair.
In spite of late hours we have certain colleagues still here with
us.

May I say that I believe it is truly appropriate that the first
special debate of this Parliament is on peacekeeping. I think it
appropriate for several reasons.

First, this Parliament with 200 new members represents
Canadians’ desire for new direction at the same time that they

Government Orders

desire Parliament to get back to basics. Surely the search for
peace and justice is the basic role for government. Peace is a
challenging goal. Great thinkers of the past have pondered its
elusive nature. Is it the inability of individuals to resolve their
differences without violence that spills over from the home to
the streets to civil war and to international conflicts, or is the
large conflicts between nations which leave in their wake a
pattern of violence that works its way from the battlefront to the
cities and the neighbourhoods and indeed into family homes?

Second, the topic is appropriate because our Fathers of
Confederation recognized this issue when they listed peace first,
followed by order and good government, as their three main
goals for this country.

Third, the appalling situation which goes on in Bosnia—Herce-
govina causes anguish for all Canadians who watch the human
suffering on their television screens each night.

Therefore I wish to thank the Prime Minister for announcing
reviews of foreign policy and defence and the Minister of
National Defence for giving us the opportunity to put forward
our opinions.

I have no personal connection with the military and no
personal connection with the area under debate but I do know
that currently Canadians are interested in the expenditures of
their government and are even questioning the long term value
of military expenditures. They no longer believe the Russians
are coming and if they consider the concept of being defended
they wish to be defended against threats to their security in
terms of job loss, poverty, hunger, illness and the escalation of
violence in their society.

They understand that the military and its acquisition of ever
more sophisticated equipment eats up precious resources that
could be used for building the country. For examplé it has been
said that health care workers and community volunteers work-
ing to raise money for local hospitals wonder why they are
having bake sales while governments contemplate huge military
expenditures.

At the same time, Canadians recognize that the military
represents jobs to some workers, careers to some scientists,
profits to some business persons and local support to some
politicians.

In spite of the current question about the cost of our defence
establishment, I do believe that most Canadians are truly proud
of the peacekeeping function and the reputation we have for
responding to trouble spots around the world. Very few realize
that the cost of peacekeeping amounts to only about 2 per cent of
that military budget they are concerned about.

Canadians know that the end of the cold war and the emer-
gence of tribalism have changed the nature of conflicts that have
erupted since.



