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Saskatchewan on May 14 last, that there
would be no large scale lay-offs at this plant
until October. But by June 18, a week after
the election, a weekly schedule of discharge
notices was reaching the employees, and to-
day this plant, which in January, 1943, had a
peak staff of fifteen hundred employees, has a
skeleton crew turning out obsolete Bren gun
tripods for the Chinese government.

I have been informed by Mr. Wyatt, presi-
dent of the Regina Industries plant union,
that the record of Regina Industries produc-
tion is as creditable as that of any war plant
in Canada. When our plant went into the
production of six-potunders it was predicted
by competent experts that Regina workers
could not do the job, and yet they did it on
a more favourable unit cost than even the
Peterborougli. Ontario, plant which had at
that lime somne sort of record for efficiencv.
To all intents the etiuiency of our Regina
worknon fias no plice in the Canadian indus-
trial cuonomv following he recon veion
period. For I have now been astured that
the building whict prodocel our quota of
war naterial will be henueforih used as a
militariy ordnaoe repair depot, and the
expensive governnent-owied cquipient
scrappid or shippied east for private factory
rep]lenifhnient in this area.

Some of the lion. mieibers mia rcrently
have seen a replica of the Arroinanches
installation on exhibition at the Chateau
Laurier or elsewhere. I smv the original when
I landed on the Nornand h lîeaches last sun-
mer. and marvelled at the ingenuity of the
scientists and the enginer wlio hiad con-
ceived the daring plan and put it into effect
in that great invasion. If our Liberal friends
are sincere in thlcir desire to build a greater
Canada I siggcst, Mr. Speaker, that they
invoke the assistance of men and women like
those who built "Mulberrx" in the business of
rebuilding Canada. The magnitude of their task
for the invasion of France did not appal them.
The fact that it had never been done before
was no deterrent, and as they gave no
thougit to the dollar costs in a war emerg-
ency I feel that we have people of tlheir il
who can and will build and plan as wisely in
the peace-time production of Canada that we
now desire to employ our workers' talents to
their full.

To make Ottawa a memorial, as suggested
in the speech froin the throne, is a worth-
while undertaking; to make every community
of Canada a living memorial to the wisdom of
our statesmen is still more desirable. In the
city of Regina as elsewhere, families of ser-
vicemen, as of others, are in immediate danger
of being with no shelter of any kind against
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our Saskatchewan blizzards this coming winter.
One family that I know, with five children,
and the father employed in a bakery at $120
a month, was evicted in June from a rented
shelter, and last week this family were still
living in a tent provided by the city for them
at the time of their eviction. There are other
cases like that in the city of Regina. War-
time Housing is rushing to completion at its
best speed some two hundred bouses of sub-
standard construction. Our city council is
putting uap some sixty two-room pre-fabricated
shacks with no plumbing or indoor water facili-
ties. A iundred and thirty-five civilian families
had no accommodation in Regina a few weeks
ago; 141 service families were registered in
the city as iaving no winter accommodation;
411 returned families had applications in for
housing, and the stream of men returning from
overseas is not lessening. In spite of every
effort on the part of citizens' committees of
our city the armyx and air force quarters in
Regina could not be secured for temporary
cseiment of tiis situation; yet to-day's press
contains a stîteimecnt to the effect that these
buildings, or those of tiem which are on
private l:Ind, are to be turned over to War
Asse-u Corporation for sale, dismantlement
and remtoval to private individuals. And this
with a wectern winter just arouind the corner!

Honsing in ail of Canada is a national emer-
gc ncy. We' are well over half a million houses
short of meeting Canada's present lousing
needs under any standard One wishes to set up.
The obsolescence of buildings, coupled with a
marriage rate for Canada in the past six years
of over a lindred thousand ycarly, creating
need for dwellings in which to start tieir
newly'-wed carters, with returned men and
women neceding homes for the first time, with
sensational building costs, witli no govern-
nient planning apparently to meet the emer-
gency, with no stockpiles of suitable materials,
with only insurance companies te look to for
funds at higli interest rates, we have the most
glaring example of the inadeqtuaey of capitalist
enterprise to meet national needs.

May I say that according to the reconstruc-
tion report of this government, even in old
Tory Britain in the twenty years before the
war public bodies there, in a country com-
mitted to private entcrprise, were building
dwellings in the ratio of two to one compared
with private investment companies. May I
suggest to the government that it meet this
problem as it claims to have met the problems
of the war. I ask that the government take
over as a national measure all problems con-
nected xvith building. Finance the entire cost
by an issue by the Bank of Canada, on a
revolving fund basis, for, say, $500,00000


