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Draftce E621251 was in very good health
when hie began his training. At Debert hie
contracted a bad case of the grippe, which
finally affected his lungs. Finally hie was dis-
charged with two months' rest at home. The
pension commission decided that hoe suffers
from spontaneous pneumo-thorax, whîch arose
during his service in Canada, but gives no
riglit to pension according to section 11, para-
graph 2 of the Pension Act, because the evi-
dence does not establish that it is a
consequence of his military service. Here it is
admittcd that hoe contracted this pneumo-
thorax during his service; yet they deny him
a pension. We have to fight that case,
because it seems to me that the man should
have his pension immediately, without any
undue discussion.

Private E621922 hiad suffered fromn pleurisy
of the riglit lung before bis training. The
military doctors accupted him just as ho was.
He was sent to Dehert, where lio had pleurisy
of the lefu lung. Wbile on leave ho was
X-raycd, and the plate was shown to the
doctors .et Dehert, who told imi that hoe could
go home if hoe signcd a renunciation of his
pension. Au tually lio is convalescing et bomne,
and the pension commission bas not yet
ducided bis case, whiclî bas continued sinco
lest yoar.

In Ocloher, 1942, soldior E100251 bad shoes
whicb wcre too smnal and injured bis foot; his
size w as cîght, and lic bcd shoos whieb were
sixes. He asked that they ho cbanged, but
the sergeant refused. He was kept on guard
for se, (raliiiontbs wcaring shoos which were
too smnall for bis fect. Finally hoe was taen
to bospital, and wvas allowcd five per cent fr
bis pension. or S3.75 a month. Ho is a bi
man, and suffers so mucbi from his foot that
during xvbolo wccks lie is unable to work. Ho
is the father of a family.

One of the saddcst cases 1 have is that of
E554528. While this draftoe was doing comn-
mando drilli ho was rcquired to ride a motor-
cycle at Valcartier. Ho bcd nover been on
it bufore; tho non-eonimissioned officor put
it in bigli gear; the rootorcycle went forward
while bue was sitting on it, overturnod, and
the soldier hrolze his log, the femur and tibia,
iii thruu places. Sevurci inebes of his tibia
w'ore s0 hcdly broken as to resemble dust.
After six montbs in tho hospital hoe walks
witb difl7culty, msing a crutcb and a cane. On
Scptumeiir 27, 1943, the Minister of Pensions
and National Health wrotc me, "I have now
the pleassîre te informn yen that the Canadian
pension commission bas granted this soldier
the riglht to a pension for fracture of the femur
and the loft tibia." We are now in mid-April,
and the man bas got nothing yot. Ho wont te
Quebcc city te sue a doctor, wbo first told him
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tiiat it was of no use for him to go to the
bospital again, but efterwards offered to admit
him. The soldier said, "Yen told me it was
of no use for me to go ýto the bospital. What
1 want is my pension. They cannot give me
another bone to replace the part which has
been broken."

I arn quoting these and they are enougha to
show that what is most urgent for the rehabili-
tation of veterans is net the creatien of a new
department but a change of personnel. That
is the reformi which is urgent and which the
army is asking for. To replace the prosent
department of pensions by a new department,
if the personnel is the samne, would only change
the place of the evil. To improve the condi-
tions of the veterans it is net necessary to
change the law. The enly .thing needed is te
understand it and apply it according te its
lutter and spirit.

The soldiers I bave met are aIl totally in-
different to fine promises that may ho realized
et the time of the millennium. AIl tbey want
te know is what will happen te themn the day
they are demobilizcd.

Mr. KNOWLES: WVe of the Cooperative
Commonwealth Fuderatien would like te ex-
press approval of the guneral principle cf estab-
lishing a department cf voterans' affairs. From
thu point cf vicw cf ufflciency of operation, wo
think it is a particularly geed idea te bring al
msfttrs relating to e 'terans under the direc-
tien cf onu departmcnt, and because cf tbat
we have ne besifation in supperting the resebu-
tien that is bufore us at the prusent time.
However, we wcnt te point eut that the croc-
tion cf a new department, the setting up cf
mnachinery, and even the replacing cf personnel
in the depcrtmuent, as 'suggested by the last
speaker, are net sufficient unless there gees
with ail these things a change cf pelicy, acd
1 would characterize the kind of change that is
ncedod hy using one word and saying that the
policy should ho far more generous in its treat-
nient of veterans than bas been the case thus
far.

There are some things I sbould like te say
cf a guneral nature in cennection with cur
proposai that the policY of the gevernment
towards veterans sbould ho more generous, but
before I do se I wish te report te hion. mem-
hors semething I learned a fev days age in
the city cf Winnipeg. I find that there are
eight veterans of the present war on relief in
that city, young mon whe have servedi in the
forcs. wbose health or other conditions are
sncb ýthat tbey have bcd te ho discharged, but
for whom this goernment bas mado no pro-
vision. The conditions are aIse such that they
are unable ite socure employment. There they


