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in any critical sense, but as a suggestion of
wbat I think is proper draftsmanship in legis-
lation of this kind. We have an example in
the Incerne War Tax Act. lJnless one is
favoured with being provided with a copy of
the office consolidation wich the dcpartrnent
issues frorn time te time, it takes the pro-
verbial Philadelphia lawyer te knew wbat tbe
statute law is in relation te incorne tax. How-
ever, I mention tbat merely in passing.

One ether general ebservation. I wonder
wliether lion. members, aside frorn members
Of tbe ministry and those who have given
some attention te the subject, realize the
enermous power that tbis bill confers upon
the minister. I amn sure lie bas a senge of
respensibility for tbe powers vested in and
conferred upon birn. This is a statute which
in peace tirne no parliament ought ta pass.
I realize, bowever, and, indeed I was one of
the first te realize, that in time of war extra-
ordinary powers rnust be granted te the execu-
tive. But for that I sheuld be epposiýng tbis
type of measure witb ail the power at rny
command. Those are powers that ought net
te continue after the war or for more than
a reasonable peried tbereafter. I put that
on record as a suggestion te tihose who follow
after us. tbat legishation of this kind sbould
net he allowed te centinue in, the post-war
period, because it delegates te the executive
powers tbat ougbt te be reserved. te parlia-
ment in peace time. These are general ob-
servatiens and are net made with the inten-
tion of in any way holding up the passage
of this bill.

Tbere bave, I tbink, been experiences in
tbe immediate past of the departrnent which
prehably caîl for serne of these drastic powers.
W'itbin the nernory of all of us abuses have
crept in. As far as I arn concerned, and
speaking for myself alene, I say that tbe
minister did right in cennection witb certain
prosecutions that were instituted in Mont-
real. Public opinion bas supported the
rninistry in the action taken; publie opinion
wilh continue te support it if tbey eperate
in the saine way. Anybody wbo conspires
te make by fraudulent means undue demande
upon or undue profit eut of tbe hieavily
taxed people of Canada should, get what is
coming to bim. I inake tbat statement
without any reservation and irrespective of
any individual te wborn it may apply. I
on.ly wvisb that we could be sure tbat aIl the
guilty people are being properly looked after.
I bave no specific cases in mmnd, but it is
almost certain tbat in the buge transactions
being carried en by tbe departrnent there
will ailways be semeone trying te rnake an
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undue profit by ways that will nlot bear the
]igbt of day. 1 arn, however, glad to tbink
that industry as a whole in this country-
I arn sure the minister will support me in
this assertion-has gained favourabýle reputa-
tien by the way in which they have dealt
with these great public contracts. I know
one of the biggest corporations in this country,
a corporation that some lion. gentlemen take
occasion to t.hrow mud at from tirne to tirne,
that is carrying on huge operations for this
departrnent witbiout one cent of profit, not
even a management fee. 1 have pleasure ini
naming it; it is Con.solidated Smelters. I
know of ne company which bas a better
record in that regard. It is a pastime witb
some people in Canada to tbhrow mud at
big business. Well, there is big business.
wbich is giving an example to the people of
Canada to-day of carrying on huge operations
witbout a dollar of profit from the taxpayers
of this country. I could name others, but
I arn not going te. I could tell of tbe paper
companies-I arn saying this for tbe benefit
of those wbo criticize industry from tirne to
time-who have put at the disposai of this
nation at war ail the facilities tbey -have in
certain instances with respect to mechanics
and industrial production. I think tbis word
of credit ought to be spoken rcgarding tbern
at this trne.

I arn a little far afield from the purpose of
this bill, and I arn net going to follow that
further. 1 say this te the minister, tbat the
powers given te birn under this bill are great
powers, and arising eut of that very fa-et tbey
eught te be exercised with tbe utrnost dis-
cretion. Under this bill pewer is given te go
in and take ever my plant if the minister in
bis judgrnent tbinks I arn net operating it
properly. That is a great power te vest in any
one man; it is a power capable of great abuses
if one were se disposed. I amn net suggesting
tbat tbere bas been in any specific case an
improper exercise of tbe powers given te tbe
mînister, but I recaîl tbat witb respect te one
company the management of wbicb was taken
eut of the hands of the directors, tbey did
protest against the rninister's action. I arn
net in a position te judge as te tbe merits of
tbeir dlaim, but it illustrates this peint, tbat
unless the greatest care ia taken great injustice
rnay be done under the powers conferred by
this bill. Therefere I beseecb the minister and
t.bose whe are advising him-because be muet
depend upon tbe sagacity and wisdern and
judgrnent of bis advisers, these wbo are sitting
around bim in an executive capacity-that tbey
will be as wise as Solomon himself wben they
cerne te deal witb this matter.


