FEBRUARY 16, 1923 X

331
Canada—France Convention

Friday, February 16, 1923
The House met at three o’clock.

REPORT

Annual Report of the Royal Canadian
‘Mounted Police—Sir Lomer Gouin.

PRIVATE BILLS
FIRST READINGS

Bill No. 18, respecting The Dominion Fire
Insurance Company.—Mr. Ryckman.

Bill No. 19, respecting certain patents of
Albert Manvers—Mr. Jacobs.

MAIN ESTIMATES FOR 1923-4

A message from His Excellency the Gover-
nor General, transmitting Estimates for the
year ending March 31, 1924, was presented
by Hon. W. S. Fielding (Minister of Finance),
read by Mr. Speaker to the House, and re-
ferred to the Committee of Supply.

PATENTS OF INVENTION

Hon. J. A. ROBB (Minister of Trade and
Commerce) moved for leave to introduce
Bill No. 20 to amend-and consolidate the acts
relating to patents of invention.

Mr. SPEAKER: I wish to call the atten-
tion of the TFlouse, in' connection with this
bill, to Rule 50 dealing with bills relating to
trade, which reads as follows:

No bill relating to trade, or the alteration of the
laws concerning trade, is to be brought into this
House, until the proposition shall have been first con-

sidered in a committee of the whole House, and agreed
unto by the House.

I find that Dbills concerning patents and
copyright were once considered as relating to
trade, but at page 499 of the fourth edition
of Bourinot it is stated, after enumerating
which bills come within the rule, that—

Bills respecting patents and copyright have been pre-
sented without committee.

That is, without the usual resolution pre-
ceding their introduction. On the same page
there is also the following footnote bearing
on this point:

In 1872 a bill to amend and consolidate the patent
laws was based on a resolution. But this was an
irregularity as the bill merely imposed fees.

I am informed by the hon. Minister of
Trade and Commerce (Mr. Robb) that the
present consolidation is of the same nature;
it will impose fees and nothing else. On this
assumption I consider that the bill does not
come within Rule 50, and therefore he may
proceed with its introduction.

Mr. ROBB: Mr. Speaker, we have a letter
from the Law Clerks along the lines laid down
in your ruling.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time.

TRADE MARKS AND DESIGNS

Hon. J. A. ROBB (Minister of Trade and
Commerce), moved for leave to introduce
Bill No. 21, to amend the Trade Mark and
Design Act.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: Explain.

Mr. ROBB: This is for the purpose of
making our law uniform with international
law governing patent rights and industrial
trade marks and designs.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time.

CONVENTION OF COMMERCE WITH
FRANCE

Hon. W. S. FIELDING (Minister of Fin-
ance, moved that the House on Tuesday
next go into committee to consider the follow-
ing proposed resolution:

Resolved, that it is expedient to bring in a measure
to provide that a certain convention of commerce
dated the fifteenth day of December, in the year
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-two, entered
into at Paris by plenipotentiaries appointed by His
Majesty and by the President of the French Republic
be approved and to give effect to the provisions of
the said convention.

He said: His Excellency the Governor
General, having been made acquainted with
the subject matter of the resolution recom-

mends it to the favourable consideration of
the House.

Motion agreed to.
CONVENTION

O COMMERCE WITH
ITALY

Hon. W. 8. FIELDING (Minister of Fin-
ance), moved that the House on Tuesday
next go into committee to consider the follow-

ing proposed resolution:

Resolved, that it is expedient to bring in a measure
to provide that a certain convention of commerce
dated the fourth day of January, in the year one
thousand nine hundred and twenty-three, entered into
at London by the plenipotentiaries appointed by His
Majesty and by His Majesty the King of Italy be
approved, and to give effect to the provisions of the
said convention.

He said: His Excellency the Governor
General, having been made acquainted with



