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Reid) a letter which. contains ail the argu-
-mente and I cannot do better than read it.
The city of Quebec is situated 300 miles from
Matapedia and 500 miles from Gaspé, both
heing terminal points of this railway and
the letter shows conclusively that the ques-
tion is not merely of local interest to the
Gaspé peninsula, fbut that it la of in-terest
to, a very large section of Eastern Canada.
The letter reads as follows:

QUEE, June 11, 19,20.
1Hon.. J. D. RziD,

Minlater of Railwaya,
Ot.tawa.

Dear 91r,-The Quebec Board of Trade uniler-
stand that the people 0f the counties of Bona-
venture and Gaspé have petltloned the (Govern-
ment to take over the two rail.ways forming
the s-hore Uine of communication on the Baie des
Chaleurs beliween Matapedia, on the Canadian
National rallway, and Gaspé, a distance of 202
miles. because the service is very defective and
unsatlafactory.

The Quebec ;Board of Trade would strongly
endorse this petition, for the ifollowlng reasons:

The railway In question, If put Into good
shape and operated- by andi in connection with
the Intercolonial, would prove a very valuable
feeder for the-Government 'Railsvay system.

The countles of Bonaventure and Gaspé are
two of the most Important counties of the pro-
vince of Quebec, sustalning a population of
a-bout 80,000 people which la rapldly inureae-
lng owing to their great natural resources. The
soil of this district la of the very beat, the
climate gorod, permltting of the cultivation of
wheat, fruit and of anythlng that can be g'rown
in other parts of the province. Thle dairy In-
dustry is flourishing, and the country abounds
in luxnber whlch gives work to miany saw milis
and to soins very large Industries In the mak-
Ing of pulp, and ipulp wood. This business could
be vastly lncreaaed, If the grades and physical
condition of the railway would permit of the
hauling of freiglit trains of average capacity, s0
that frelght rates could be made more reason-
able.

But -whilst the agrloultural and lumnbering re-
sources of this splendid country are as import-
ant as those of any other part of the Province,
the Gaspé peninsula has a greater source of
wealth in is fisheries. The waters of the Baie
des Chaleurs,, that great arm of -the sea, near-
iy 200 miles In 'length, and of the Gulf of St.
Lawrence adjacent thereto, liçtera!lly teem ,wlth
flsh of the best qualîty. Salmon are cauglit
In abundance, and- aLso codfish, haddock, lier-
ring, halibut, lobsters, etc.' The fiaherles of the
Bale des Chaleurs t>ave been noted for more
than t-wo centuries. They have been carried
on by wealtliy firme. froni Jersey during that
time and lskterly by flsh mercliants of Glouces-
ter and other places In the United States, who
take away and repack this valuable -food, and
then send It ail over -the continent as belng the
product of their own fisheries.

The Jersey firme export their fleli drled or
salted to the Mediterranean, West Indies, Brazil
and other places in South America.

The resuit ls týhat the 'Canadian fleherman
frets a mere pittance for his fleh, not to be
compared with the price pald to the fishermen
In British Columbia, whose flsh put fresh Into,
refrigerator car at Prince Jtaupert, gives hlma
three ti-s the price paid to the Gaspé fielier-
men.

The compietion of the ralway to Gaspé
should have changea this situation, and should
have made these rlicli fleheries a source of food
supPly In fresh fish of tihe fineat quality for
the people of ]Eastern Canada. But- it as not
done so, because the railway lias flot had the
financlal aibility to put In the necessary (plant
nor to give a quick service to Canadian citles.

In Engiand andi Sootland the fisherles are
utlized to provide cheap foodi for the people,
by means of food fs>clities et Grimsby, Aber-
deen and other points, wlth a fast train ser-
vice which puts -the freali fIlih lto every im-
portant centre of Great Britain a few hours
after lt ie landed,, so that poor people can have
thle foodi at one-third of -the prices of meat.

The higli cost of living makes this article
of diet just as Important -for the people of Can-
adian cities.

The Quebec Board of Trade would therefore
most earnestly recommend that the Government
sliould acquire the railways between Matapedia
and Gaspé, Improve tliem, put in cold storage
facilîtis at Gaspé, Port Daniel and PaBpeblac,
and run refrigerator cars wit-h fresh fish to the
markets of QuÈbec, Montreal, Ottawa'anti To-
ronto.

We respectfully contenti that It ls quite as
Important -for the country to deVelop this source
of cheap food supply, as It is ýto develop the
'wheat growing districts of the West.

TYours respectfully,
J. T. Ross,

President,
Quebec Board of Trade.

T. Le Vasseu.r,
Secretary.

I have nothing to add to this letter, and
1 cordially endorse everything that is set
forth in, it. It is certainly a very remark-
able plea in Jfavour of the demand pre-
sente-d by my hon. frîend fromn Gaspe
(Mr. Lemieux).

Mr. W. S. LOGGIE (Northumberland,
N.B.) (Translation>: Mr. Chairman, be-
fore -speaking in English, I wish to 8ay
a few words in French on the subi ect of
the railway situated in my constituency.
I regret very much my in-ability to speak
fluently the French language. 1 beg therez-
fore' to be excused if I continue my re-
marks in English.

Several hlon. MEMBERS: (Translation):
Hlear, hear.

Mr. LOGGIE: 1 take this opportunity,
and I do it with soine pleasure, of refer-
ring to the firat speech that I made in
Parliamnent. The themne of that speech was
the construction of a branch line railway
starting at Newcastle, N. B., and ending
at Tracadie in the county o! my hon.
friend from. -Gloucester (Mr. Turgeon). Let
me firat of ail point out that Newcastle
is a point on the main line of the Inter-
colonial forty miles south fromn Bathurst.
At the present time there is what la known
as the Caraquet and Gui! Shorcý Rail-way,


