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accounts what they have prescribed for the guid-
ance of the Controller and Auditor General. They
would then, if they had dis-covered any inaccur-
acies or irregularities, have recorded their opin-
ions thereupon, and they would have submitted
these opinions to the Hlouse. That is precisely
the process that I follow under the direction of

the functions of the executive. mark you,
on th%, part of any officer of a department,
either in the Auditor General's branch or iii
any other branch, but tiat in the regular and
constitutional manner, subjects requiring
attention shall bc broughit forward by miei-

Then the question was put to hilm r. DAVIES 1.E.I. I can promise the
Supposing the House of Commons were to de- 11ouse that. though I follow the Minister of

elare itself not satisfled with the present limited Justice in the debate and intend to refer to
appropriation audit which you conduct, and to sme of his statemnts and arguments, I shal
give yoi the pow'er and the staff necessary to not follow him in the length of time he has
condu-t a complete audit, would not that be really thouîght lit to occupy ii dealing with this
calling upcn you to do a second time work whichse
had already been done withmi the WMar Office ? neca to oup gentlf an .hou ionucsayto occupy ), a haif an.Iîour lbefore
To which he replied dinner and over an hour since dinner, not

That depends entirely upon the directions which in discuinSlg the ietition of the Auditor
mnay be given nie by the House of Commons. An General but in denouncing the conduct of
effectuai audit doos not necessarily mean a com- that gentleman il language which I venture
plete second detailed examination. to say can hardly be regarded as judicious.
Tien the question is put Coming from the 3inistrofJustice.Iwill

ventulr, x .s àthaLt his lan ua e wexm

That is to say, by direction of the Act of Par- nd ill-judged. The lion. gentleman knows
liament 7-Yes. I mean by direction of the Act of tîat the Auditor General occupies a posi-
Parliamuent ; the directions of the House of Com~ tion in this country whic
Imons under which I act. are eibodied in an Act e ipe e
of Parliaient. An auditor is not entitied t Public would1Uc sorry 1<>sOC iiipaired.
make regu lations for himself ; the regulations is an officer of very great responsibility and
for his guidance must be prescribed by his em- p>ower. Parliamiient lias seen fit to invest
poyers. The House of Commons, therefore, him with authority which the exe(utive,
imust lay down the regulations under which their strong as the hon. gentleman pronouncted
olicer must coiduct the audit of public accounts it to Uc, have no right to interfere with. He
on their belialf. For reasons no doubt satisfac- holds his otlice by the samfel w tnture as a
tory to theinselves, they have laid down those re- .
gulations to which I have pointed, some more J1dge of the lan-during good behaviour,
comîprehensive. and others. as in the case of the alnd no igovernient. I care not how strong
Army and Navy, more limited. it might be, would tiare to interfere directly
Again at 2I52, ie says :with the Auditor General. The hon. gentle-

main lias seen lfit to berate and denlounce
The duties of the Controller and Auditor Gen-1tlat gentleman by the hour as tieuglu lie

eral are passive ; to obey the instructions whichie a commo ciinal.1i1bstId u
are laid down for him ; not to prescribe whatt
t.hey should be. both unconstitutional and impudent. After
Thau is tic evidence 1c I thirik, is at reflection lie withdrew the first statenent,
least entitled to serious consideration at the and before lie closed admitted that the
hands of the 1-ouse in support of the position Auditor General had pursued a perfectly
I am taking, and that is that the Auditor proper constitutional course in laying what
General should fnot himîself undertake to lie believed to be lis grievance before tlis
instruet this House as to the system ; that House. So we start with the fact that we
tiat is a natter peculiar to the fHouse of have a petition properly laid before us and
Commons ; and when w v want his assistance, containing statements that demand our care-
we vill ask for it and it will be suggested fui attention. I venture to say. Sir. that
in the proper way how we shall obtain it. in the discharge of his dutiez for the last
There are other questions that I would per- sixteen years, the Auditor General, has so
haps have been warranted in going into, but entrencied himself in the public favour that
I find that I have already occupied so much no government would dare directly to im-
of the ti e of the Flouse by reference to pair the usefulness of his office. He is ,re-
what I believe valuable opinion, that I will cognized. Sir,' as the ecoomy brancih of tie
not venture to trespass at greater lengthî Government, that branch of the Government
upon your attention. But I hope that in all which holds control over the extravagance
I have said I have in no sense led the House which in the past has been reckless. And
to misunderstand the position which I be- ion. gentlenien know this. and it is because
lieve the leader of tis lHuse. with the assent they know it that they denounced him in
of all his coleagues. lias taken up to-day. this House. I rise for one to enter my pro-
And it is not that w-e desire to flinch in any test against an officer so situated being de-
particular from the most thorough and nounced as this otihcer has been denounced
critical examination tiat this House con- to-night. So long as the Auditor General dis-
siders necessary ; but that we are mrost charges his duties fairly, faithfully and fear-
jealous that there shall be no interference lessly, lie can only count on enemies In the
with the functions of this House, or with executive, but, at least, he can hope for

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TuPPER.
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