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~aus? Ambassadors, 1'.iinisters Plenipotentiary, High Connais-
Consuls General, First, Second and Third

ecretarles, 'what do these fellows do -for the living provide d
~ fron the public =Treasury? Wh4t is this business of diplonacy?
at, indeed, are we g etting . for our diplomatic dollar ?

The tern "diploracy" is a curious one . In the course
p pears, centuries I suppose, it has come to mean somethir.g rather

cy and, at t he s ame time, :something almost sinist er . To saine
t conjures up . a sparkling round of luxurious and egotic social
ccasions ; for others it still implies circunstanc .es of rsystery ,
cen melodrama, secret treaties, secret papers, the whole Oppenheim
araphernalia, _an atmosphere of . elaborate costumes and exaggerated
mers, perhaps a faint air of decadence ..

ter nations is that of the Department of External Affairs . It

The fact is, of course ; that diplomacy is mérely the
onduct of affairs, the carrying on of business, betiaeen nations .
International affairs" noivadays takes in almost every imaginable
b ject' from potatoes to peace . Distances have b een rolled up

y nodern ;transport . Geography ; has bec une indivisible . For
etter or for v:orse, all nations have become neighbours, good or
ad . The world has become a very small and a very busy, worried
lace . ,'lhat is more, government s all over the irorld, what ever

+heir political and economic theories, are noiv doing thenselves
~ y of the thinos t^rhich, in the old days, used t o b e le ft t o
~ndividuals . and t o private conc erns . Finally, the position of
anada among the nations has grown, grot•rn enornously tthse past
ozen years and more . And that growth has brought with it new
nd heavier responsibilities . . . -

Of course, departm ents other than External Affair s
ve contacts with outside countries . . The Departnent of Trade
nd Co~erce encourages and f acilitates the growth of Canada's
aternal trade through some fort~ five offices in thirty-eight

~ountries . I .feel sure t hat 'the Canadian Trade Conn.i.ssioner
ervice is tirell known to many of you . It is a ir ell-established .
rri efficient Service with which ti•re in r~ternal Affairs ar e

'appy to rrork in the closest co-operation . Agriculture, Iz,.ni-
ràtion, Labour, other departments as well have representatives
n a nunber of countries for their oirn . special purposes . But
ûe general responsibility for Canada's day-to-c:ay business with

s the hlinister of Egternal Affairs Z•rho has to ansti•rer to the
overnnent, as . the Government must answer to Parliament, for the
~orcluct of Canada's relations irïth all "Tezternal" Goverrments,
~o~or.,•realth as well as foreign . . It is the officers of External
'fairs, the diplomats, who have this general responsibility
nder the 2, .inister . For this reason t:e have, as well, the dut y
f co-ordinating the vrork of all other Canadian agencies tivho have
usiness in other lands .

Perhaps the best waS* forme to give you amore precise
nderstanding of what nakes up Canadian diplomacy is to give a
°7 illustrations of ti•rhat our Eaternal Affairs officers - our
iplonats - do, in the East Block .in Ottawa and in our "branch
ffices" abroad .

Broadly, our. work is of tvro kinds . The first of these
ôY be called, simply and accurately, . reporting . I7e have to
~~pert to our I.:inister .. and to the Government on c or.dit ions and
vents abroad . Second, z•re have t o carry out the Governnent's
~ecisiors ancï do i•rint s•re can to advance Canadian policies in
1aIlada's relations with other countries .

/let . . .


