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WIPO Copyright Treaty

Preamble

The Contracting Parties,

Desiring to develop and maintain the protection of the rights of authors in their literary and artistic 
works in a manner as effective and uniform as possible,

Recognizing the need to introduce new international rules and clarify the interpretation of certain 
existing rules in order to provide adequate solutions to the questions raised by new economic, 
social, cultural and technological developments.

Recognizing the profound impact of the development and convergence of information and 
communication technologies on the creation and use of literary and artistic works,

Emphasizing the outstanding significance of copyright protection as an incentive for literary and 
artistic creation,

Recognizing the need to maintain a balance between the rights of authors and the larger public 
interest, particularly education, research and access to information, as reflected in the Berne 
Convention,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I

Relation to the Berne Convention

(1) This Treaty is a special agreement within the meaning of Article 20 of the Berne 
Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, as regards Contracting Parties that 
are countries of the Union established by that Convention. This Treaty shall not have any 
connection with treaties other than the Berne Convention, nor shall it prejudice any rights and 
obligations under any other treaties.

(2) Nothing in this Treaty shall derogate from existing obligations that Contracting Parties 
have to each other under the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works.

(3) Hereinafter, “Berne Convention” shall refer to the Paris Act of July 24, 1971, of the 
Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works.


