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After leaving govemment in 1992, VMRO-DPMNE is only now
emerging from the politicai wildemess. Due to its good showing in the
1996 local elections, the party can count on a number of mayors andi
city councillors and use their politicai infrastructures to its advantage.
VMRO-DPMNE has also had some success in expanding its electorai
base beyond the working ciass and unempioyed. Students and under-
35s in general have become increasingly active in the party. VMRO-
DPMNE has long supported dloser links with the Macedonian
Diaspora, particuiarly in Bulgania. The party dlaims to have moved
away from its pro-Buiganian tilt, but this has flot been reflected in
continued presence of "Bulgarian supporters" in its top ranks. That
said, the party's nationalist slogans have been muted in recent months.
Nevertheiess, the party piatform includes references to stopping the
demographic explosion in the country and to having ail chiidren ieam
together. Ethnic Albanians see these references as thinly-veiled
promises to hait ethnic Aibanian immigration, introduce forced famiiy
planning, and insist that ail chiidren leamn in Macedonian.

DA is promoting a Plan for Renewal and Deveiopment (POR), which is
based on foreign financial participation. Tupurkovski has promised to
bring $1 billion of foreign investment into the country in two years. The
DA economic programme includes employment of 121,000 people,
renewal of existing plants and building new ones, and privatising the
agricultural sector. 12 The campaign's focus has shifted from an early
emohasis on buildina civil societv, improvinq education and social


