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Introduction: The Problem of Narcotics and
the Oplum-Heroin TradeT "-«he problem of heroin outflow from Burma is a

serious global problem in one respect, but it
is also, at the bottom, a global agro-business

based on the opium crop, i which are involveci a
host of entrepreneurs, financiers, wholesalers,
retailers, producers, and flnafly, consumers; around
the world. [1 ] The opium-based, multi-billion agro-
business is however radically different fromn others
of the kind since opium and its processed (or value-
added) product, heroin, is illegal. Therefore,
besides the host of actors lnvolved in the commer-
cial-business side of this multiblillion dollars, agro-
business, there are also involved host of other
actors. These include, on the one hand, criminal
elements- gangsters and narcotlcs syndicates -
that regulate, in a manner of speaing, the illegal,
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