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SEEK SCIENTI STS.- Extension of the scientific 
research facilities .of the Department of 
National Health and Welfare is foreshadowed in 
a competition currently :being held .by the 
Civil Service .Commission for positions as 
bacteriologists, biochemists, chemists:and 
pharmocologists in the various.laboratories 
operated by the National Health Department. 

, Salaries range from a•minirnum of $2,100 per 
year to a maximum of $5,400, with appointments 
being made at salary .rates depending on:the 
applicant's qualifications. The competition 
Closes March 20. 

The posts in the food and drues.laratories 
providé.opportunities. for research and.analyt-
ical projects in chemistry, physics, .bacterio-
logy , pharmocology, -biology:and - biometrics, 
while those in the Laboratory of Hygiene call 
for laboratory and•clinical studies of virus 
and bacterial diseases, immunology and•control 
of vaccines, toxoids and j,antitoiCins, biochem-
ical  and  therapeutic studies of .such.products 
as peniciliin and streptonycin, and. food and 
sanitary:bacteriology. 

The •food and dru.  gs  -laboratories are res-
ponsible for establishing and maintaining 
staradards'araf quality .and purity in the:foods 
arid drugs marketed' in Canada. The posts offer-
ed allow for specialization:within specialties, 
with pharmacology alone heing divided into 
toxicology, pharmacodynamies, bicassay, en-
docrinology and pharmacognosy. 

Ihe,Laboratory.of Hygiene is the public 
hen' 1th 1.aboratory .  of the federal government 
era; undertak'eas .',aarldi es of national health 
rriielems in co--çaration with provincial de-
aertments of•health, universities and other 
branches ,of goyernmenta 
• • AII applicants must .be 'university graduates 
in either - Science oramedicine, with.additional 
erèclits• given •forHaost-graduate study or 
experience .. . 

WORLD IV!! EAT SI TUATION : Combined wheat sun-
nly of the United States, Canada, Argentina 
and Australia -. -•the world's -Deur major - ex-
porting,-  _countries - a  .amounted.to  1,  Omi  Ilion 

 bu.shels at  January 1, ..a• gain of 19 Per cent 
compared wi th .supp lies: at . the . beginning  of 
1947, ,acCording to the Office of  .Foreign Ag-
riCultural. relations of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. Substential in-
creaaes in the United States and Australia are 
the notable' features, with a decline in Cana-
dian stocks more than balancing an iacrease in 
the Argentine .supply. 

While wheat:stock's at January 1 were  un 
 frem a year ago. , tetarsupplies of all grains 

in the four principal exporting countries, 
estirnated,at 123.minion short • tons,  are •at 
the lowe.st  level of recent.years. The reduction 
in over-all grain suepliesis.due principally 
to  the  significant decline in the 1941 United 
States corn crop, and, in. lesser degree, to 
the reduction in oats in both the United States 
and Canada. 

The  increase in 'viheat supplieà has-brought 
the estimated world exportable  surplus of 
grains (excluding.rice) pp to 32 million long 
tons, an increase of three million tons over 
earlier estimates. However, import require-
ments, as•indicated last 'falltby - the inter-
national Emergency Food Council, amounted to 
52 million.  .long.tons. for the 1947-48 season. 
A large gap obviously:remains andrigidration-
ing, high - flour extraction rates an.d other 
conservation measures must:persist in many 
deficit conritries, at least until indigenous 
supplies . are•replensihed:by the 1948 harvest. 

World exports of grain and erain.products 
(exCluding, rice) for the period July-December 
1947 reached •a total.of 16.5 million.tons, an 
increase of more.than 37.per cent over the 
12.0 million tons moved into international 
trade channels during: the • comparable period in 
1946. With:total exportable supplies currently 
estimated at 32.million long,tons, shipments 
for : the . january- June periOd .o f .1948 will ap-
parently •be at a somewhat lower:rate. 

•Approximately 12.4 million. tons,' or slightly 
more than 75 per cent, Of  the  world's. grain' 
exports during .the • first SiX 'Months 'Of the 
1947-48 season consisted of bread grains. In 
the correstionding.periodof the previous season 
bread-grain exports amounted to 8.8 million 
tons or 73.per cent.of the.total. Wherever 
possible, exports.have been directed to areas 
where the food situation is most critical. It 
has been especially' serious ina those European 
count ri es which . suffered 'near.: 'crop . fai lure in 
1947, and, nea'rly 71 per-cent of the world's 
total grain. exports .  for' the  last half of 1947 
went to European destinatiens. (DBS) .  

ICAO COUNCIL STUDY  : The possibility- .Of•. 
.ternational financing ,of - existing-  > radio  com-
munications, radio aids. to air neVigatitin, air 
traffic control.facilities.•and meteOrClargiCal 
services in Iceland by a joint:agreement:among 
the nations whose airlines fly aetbSs 'tÉlb 
Morth Atlanticis studied in a teportHnOW 
sent to these •states .by . the Council of-the 
International Civil. Aviation  Organization.  The 

 report . was prepared by H.P.. Adam-. and J.r. Dean, 
ICAO Communications .  and Meteorological experts 
who.visited Iceland to investigate.the needs 
of international :aviation ..in that .area. 

.The estimated - Cost of  the services,  which 
include radio receiving and transmitting_sta-

.tions, an air tra ffic con t•ro 1 " centre, :and: a 
network of weather reportin•g.and forecasting 
stations, would amount to 5600,000  (US.) 
annually. The report advocates. the, transfer of 
the air traffic control centre from reykjavik 

. to Keflavik Airport, the installation of re-
mote control apparatus at -the radio receiving 
station, and the establishment ofone autoinatic 
and five manned -weather reporting:stations 
at . various Iocations•in Iceland. Many .of .the 
facilities now maintained.on the island:are 
needed only for international airline opera- 

talons, although :Iceland itself operates no „. 
interhational :Services. 	• 	 ' 
. The report marks:the secendastage in •ICACP' s 
effor t s  . to proVi„de : and.maintam.  the facilities 
aequired for safe:and regular:operation of 
intemational.air transport across.the Iceland 
portion of the.northern route:between Europe 
and the United States and Canada. Last year a 
joint support. agreement -between .the Organize- . 

 tion and. six Iviember States -- Canada, France- , 
I cel and, Netherlands, Un ited Kingdom .  ançl Un ited 
States:--rmade arrangement for •the provision, 
of 'some $72,000 annually • for .the. maintenance 
of a LORAN (Long 'range aid to -navigation) 
station, one of:the:key:stations of: the •North-
east .Atlanticioran Chain, •at Vik, Iceland, 
and I CAD undertook to provide .the Icelandic 
governmmtaiithi•all requirèd technical:aid and

•  assistance.  (Ire • • ' • 

CONSIDER FOUR NEW VESSELS :  Construction ,o f 
four vessels for the -Departrrient of Transport 's. 
marine  servi c.- is being çontemailated.by the. 
Canadian Government and provision •has been  
made in the Estima-tes  tabled last :week :• for' 
funds to cever:designs:and preliminary eon-
atruc tion, aceo rd in g • to . an announcement :ma,de 
by. the Honourable Lionel Chevrier, Minister of 
Transport- All Canadian material : and.workman-
ship- win •be•used  in  their construction. The 
Ministeraadded;:howevér, that  as: the  hulls of, 
these VeSselaare: to:be of.all:welded  steel,' 
the Startaof (construction. was.contingent on 
the 'r a.raï f that metal . 
•- • The Par& s t f the lour 	:be a lash thouse 

aender'and•.:'buoy :vesael. to -operate out .of 
Halifâx. •11-iiS'veSSel will replaate the C.G.S. 

- karather ,  vessel:will:be a lightship 
t'o ...replace 'the old "Lurchei:" which has -been in 
service eff Saint John, N.B.:, Harbour, for the 

 . 	• 	. 
PaSt 45,Y,ears.- ;  A - third yessèl ,will'atso be  a 
lighthouSe :tender  and  buoy veSsel to oPerate 
on the Pacific' C_oastr'and, a fourth..vesSel will 

•be -a . 451  foo t.  utility ;vessel for . use on ' the 
Great Lakes.. 	• 	•;• 

CONSUMER 'SPENDING  - UP:  »There was  -no  slacken-
ing •in the ctirrently hi glia  rate o f -  consumer 
siaending in January when dollar' sales in re-
tail storesincreased 18 per cent over January 
a year ago. . :Since price increases have un-
doubtedly. con.tributed to:this gain, it should. 
be  noted-that .the change . from January 1947 
reflects the•increase in • the flow of dollars 
inté Canad tan retail stores . rther than physic-
al :volume o.f trading. The generalindex•for 
January, unadjusted for seasona,1 variati:ons 
and price:changes and on the'base 1935-39=100, 
stood at 213.  las against,181. 2 a-year .ago. , 
., All 14 trades aepresented in the'general 
index reported increased:sal-es over January:a 

year ago. Even jewellery stores, vihich have 
been fellowing a' downwaid. Sales trend for some 
time, :responded- to:thé general acceleration of 
consumer • expenditures with  a minor gain  of 
five per • cent. A: 28 . percenta  increase • in ree 

 tail trade :in • Bri tish Co lumbia stands.  out 
••among the:regional : . results. Other regions 

reported:higher .  sales .in january.alsci and all, 
• with athe.•excep..tien,of: the 'Maritimes where, 

sales advariced':Wrafli•I eight per- -  Cent, had gains 
corresponding. closely .with.the.average result 
fora the country'. •,.• . 

'Outstanding -  gain.slave been.made:by durable 
goods .,otalets..-adio and electrical, fur-
ni tnré 'and hardware:stores -- throughnut most 
of the post-war period. As sales in these 
stores :.reached:and surpassed:levels .in most 
other tradeà,.:the:earlier 'sharp increases have 

' given •way to -mete:moderate. gains.' As.ratee.of 
inarease _in : saleSavolume.aif household•durables 
tended to . fall:off, -.sales increases for non- 

, durable goods , steres.  'have • corae , to the fore.. 
Most pronounced:gaina -in January were those . 

 for . apparel . arid:food stores.' Sales in- men 's 
clothing : stores :Were :up • 31 per'. cen t, while 
women 's ,•wear •Stores•increased. volume. by 23 per 
cent , and - family-Clothing stores reported• sales 
17. p• er cent :higher  In  footwear, saleS -in-
creases were less:notable, :showing a-gain Of 
13 _Per Cerit. 
• Ontheacither hand, .increases in  durable 

gokrds StoréS - were: less pronounced. Ractiô and 
eleCtrical: -:stores• alone had an •increaOe • of 21 - 	 . • 	 , 

pèr:cent 	..approximated  the average -meire- 
merit'  in sales  from jarruary .194 7; to January 
1948. Hardware' ancL furniture store: sale S moved 
up.by..13 - per-centand, 10 per cent, respective- 

1Y:
-  

NEW DWELL I NG .:Uhr IT SURVEY : The number of 
dwellingunits:-iri,Cariada which were under Cerra 
struction:at.tiaeaend  of 1947 is estimated at 

• :4 2, 215, •  an-. inceeSid of 2,045 oVer.the• number 
under construction. at . the . end . of 1946.  Of 
these, 70:per-e4t were located in urban cen-
tres-with:a ponufation .0 f 5,.000 or more, 12 
per centain:smaller urban centres, and 18 .per 
cent in : rural aareas. 

These! estimates :released . by the Domin ion  
•Bureen -of :StaeiStiics . .are the'result of- a 

surieY': whi  eh took place in January. 
This Sairvey•ceyered•all metropolitan - aae a s and 
urbin -cenres with a pepulation of 5,000 or 
more: and. approxiiaately -400 sample areas in the 

. remainder of:the country. 
:More -than • 70 per • cent of . the unfinished 

dwell ings at • the end of 19 47 had been :under 
constauction:for . less than: sakanonths and only 
nine per' Cent had:been undee construction for 
nine menthsHer:mcire. 

•The.follewing'table shows' the nuniber 'of 
dwelling-units under•construction at the end 
ef 1946 and•the'end.of 1947.' for each province: 
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